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Parnassus wins big | Accessibility 
challenges 


By ANDY ROBINSON 


News Editor 


NECC’s own literary arts maga- 
zine Parnassus is sharpening its pen- 
cils and cleaning its pallets for anoth- 
er year’s issue. 

Parnassus has been the recipient 
of many college literary magazine 
awards. 

Some of the awards include first 
place in the American Scholastic 
Press Association, second place in 
the Community College Humanities 
Association and the Associated 
Collegiate Press Pacemaker Award. 
These are awards that are not limited 
to just community colleges, but are 
available to all colleges nationwide. 

In recent years, the magazine has 
gone full color, included more writ- 
ing and more artwork, while remain- 
ing completely free of charge. 

Parnassus showcases NECC stu- 
dent’s creative work ranging from 
fiction writing to painting or to what- 
ever you consider art. Parnassus gets 
its material from the NECC students. 
Not only that, the magazine itself is 
student staffed. 

Everything from the look and 
feel of the magazine to the material 
that is chosen is all up to those who 
are on staff. Currently there are 17 
students signed up. 

Despite all the awards and the 
student involvement, it has also 
remained one of NECC’s best kept 
secrets. . 

Janet Mitchell, NECC student, 
said, “Never heard of it.” 

Katie Piscatelli, NECC student, 
said, “I’ve never heard of it in my 
life.” 


> 
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NECC’s Parnassus has gone through many looks 
and changes since its first issue in 1965. 


Ask around, and you’re likely to 
get confused eyes and questions. 

Patrick Lochelt, English profes- 
sor and faculty advisor to the 
Parnassus said, “Unfortunately, [at 


NECC] there isn’t.a huge, huge focus 
on creative arts and writing and stuff 
like that.” 


Continued on Page 7 under “Parnassus” 


Student says NECC campus 
needs better layout 


' By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 


Executive Editor 


April Vitulli has been attending 
classes at Northern Essex since 2006 
and she believes that the structural 
set up of the college campuses are 
not accommodating to students with 
physical disabilities. 

Vitulli knows this firsthand 
because she has a painful back disor- 


der. 

"It's called generic disk disease," 
Vitulli said. "The bones of my spinal 
cord press together, so one day my 
back will be bone on bone. 

The disorder makes it difficult 
for Vitulli to walk up stairs and the 
condition has caused her to walk 
with a cane. 

One of the concerns of Vitulli is 
that several building at NECC have 
accessible bathrooms only available 
on a single floor. 

A prime example, is the C-build- 
ing. There are a total of nine bath- 
room facilities offered, with three 
being on each floor. Out of these nine 
bathrooms only one of them is acces- 
sible to physically disabled students 
and it is located on the first floor of 
the C-building next to the lobby. 

"It can be challenging for the dis- 
abled to have proper access to bath- 
room facilities." Philosophy 
Professor Meredith Gunning says. 
"Although each bathroom comes 
equipped with a larger stall, some- 
times able-bodied students, staff or 
faculty take it up and those who are 
disabled end up waiting." 


Chantal McGovern Photo 
Across the Spurk building are 
signs directing students to the 


accessible restrooms. 

Another concern of Vitulli is the 
use of elevators. Due to her condi- 
tion, Vitulli cannot walk up stairs. 

"Many students abuse the sys- 
tem" Vitullu said. 

According to her, many students 
abuse the elevator system, especially 
in the C-building where there is only 
one elevator. 

"| know it is a small campus, but 
there is only one elevator," Vitulli 
remarks of the buildings at NECC. 

Vitulli said that she wishes there 
was more than one elevator in the C- 
building, so she wouldn't have to 
walk as far. The elevator is also slow, 
which can hinder her from getting to 
class on time. 

"Overall, the experience for dis- 
abled students is fair, but there is still 
room for improvement," Vitulli said. 


Are learning communities underrepresented? 


By THOMAS SHAMAMA 
Asst. Opinion Editor 


NECC offers a variety of educa- 
tional opportunities; credit and non- 
credit courses, extracurricular activi- 
ties, independent studies, and learn- 
ing communities. A learning commu- 
nity is a course which consists of a 
combination of two or more classes, 
taught by separate teachers, but coor- 
dinated along a central theme and 


with integrated coursework. 


Learning communities can be 


_ integrated to varying degrees, from 


fully integrated classes where the 
teachers are both there for all of the 
class time. Both classes are linked, 


where the professors share some 
class time but also teach on their own 
for parts of the class, or paired class- 
es, where a single group of students 
take two separate classes together, 
and the classes are integrated themat- 
ically and there are shared assign- 
ments. 

Currently, the future of learning 
communities could be dwindling. 
Five learning communities were set 
to be offered in this semester, but 
only four ran. 

_ "What makes it difficult is that 
most students aren't aware of the 
opportunities that learning communi- 
ties offer," says Trish Schade, the 
Learning Communities coordinator, 


"So they may not be looking for 
learning communities when they are 
registering for classes." 

Schade cites that students may 


have the mindset that learning com- |— 


munities require additional effort. 

"They might think that being in a 
learning community will be extra 
work, when in fact, much of the 
homework in learning communities 
classes counts for both classes and 
the course work makes more sense 
because what you are learning in one 
class is applied to the other class," 
says Schade. 


Continued on Page 6, under 
“NECC Learning Opportunities” 


Editorial 3 
Art should be seen <a Saar 


Northern Essex has a vibrant art com- __lip-service to the importancce of encourag- 
munity, spanning from the Top Notch ing art and providing beauty. Thanks to the 
Players, our widely successful theater work of dedicated individual staff mem- 
department, to our talented art students, to _ bers, some of the school's artistic programs 
our multi-award winning literary magazine, actively excel. 

Parnassus. Creativity positively bubbles In the way it's often said of birthday 
out of the cracks of the NECC campus, presents, the thought counts. The thought 
from talent shows to plays to publications. - that gets put into a design aesthetic shows 

But you wouldn't think it to walk through, and right now NECC looks very 
around the campus halls. Across most of much as if it were designed by committee. 
the school, the only art (insofar as you can __ It looks like the sort of place where changes 
call it that) is, predominantly, clipart-con- are necessarily feeble, and usually fail to 
structed advertisements for classes and pass quorum. 
events on the school's bulletin boards. The Maybe the college should turn over 
decades-old murals in the C building repre- _ interior design and art promotion to a staff 
sent a thin, passionless glimpse into the member, with a group of dedicated stu- 
school's artistic history, while the hallways dents. With that sort of unity of intention 
in the B building offer an unfiltered expres- and focus, some passion and consciousness 
sion of whatever-the-art-students-did-last- _ might find its way into the school's atmos- 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
} room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifica- 
tion. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line or 
risk not being received by the Observer email system 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Luis Rozon 


While we attempt to publish all letters, Business Communications/Journalism 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 
The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, “Use double-sided printing.” “Offer scholarships.” 


College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Free printing comes with a cost 


Double-sided printing 
isn t the end of the 
world, rather the future 


By Rick INGHAM 
Opinion Editor 


It's been my experience that 
people want things, but at the same 
time they don't want to pay for 
those things. 

Sure you may want more shut- 
tles, but if a program gets cut or 
tuition gets raised, then there's out- 
rage from the masses. 

Ask any member of the Arbor 
Society and they will tell you that 
money does not grow on trees, and 
the president of the college certain- 
ly does not have a giant vault filled 
with money that he swims in like 
Scrooge McDuck. 

The point is, the college does 
not have an infinite amount of 
money and is looking to save 
money anywhere it can. 

One area that has received 
money saving attention is the com- 
puter lab in the B_ building. 
Recently the school as installed a 
new printer with a default setting 
that prints double-sided pages. 

Thomasine Corbett, IT servic- 
es, explains, “The reason we went 
to double-sided printing was to cut 
down on the cost of paper.” 

What makes this change sig- 
nificant is the fact that the comput- 
er lab does not charge for the use of 
the printer like the library does. 
This puts the computer lab at a 
clear disadvantage financially 
when it comes to purchasing 
resources like toner and paper. 

I am in an interesting position 


co 


Watson rates high on 
game shows but is 
bound for bargain bin 


By Horr M. HUNT 
Copy Editor 


The epic battle of man versus 
machine has been the premise of 
multiple sci-fi flicks, including “The 
Terminator,” (and its subsequent 
sequels and prequels) “The Matrix,” 
(the entire trilogy) and “I, Robot.” 

These aforementioned movies are 
built around the idea that man has 
created a monster, an artificial intel- 
ligence that ends up acting inde- 
-pendent of man's will, seeking either 
to enslave or destroy mankind. But 
could this fictitious storyline ever 
evolve from a barely believable plot 
into a harrowing reality? Could 
mankind develop a machine capable 
of reasoning and acting independent 
of man's will? 

Readers, without further adieu 
please direct your fullest attention to 
IBM's recent accolades with 
Watson, a machine that recently 
competed on “Jeopardy!” against 
the show's two most notorious 
human contestants, Ken Jennings 
and Brad Rutter. The results? 
Watson dominated, mopping the 
floor with these two “Jeopardy!” 
alums. 

IBM has been tackling the feat of 


when it comes to this issue, since 
not only am I on staff for The 
Observer, but I also work in the 
computer lab as work-study. 

In fact, if you have been in the 
computer lab before 10 a.m. lately, 
it was probably me who checked 
your ID or set up your wireless 
connection. 

Since the new printer has been 
installed [ have had several stu- 
dents on multiple occasions come 
to me with their documents printed 
double-sided with confused looks 
on their faces, apparently never 
having seen a double-sided page 
before. ; 

The most common concern that 
I hear has to do with whether or not 
the instructor will accept their doc- 
ument double-sided. 

As ridiculous as this may sound 
on the surface, remember that a lot 
of instructors require their students 
to follow MLA standards which 
demand that research papers be 
printed on letter sized paper print- 
ed solely on one side. 

Since its first publication in 
1985, the MLA style manual has 
imposed its wasteful standards on 
students and institutions forcing 
them to only print on one side of 
the page. 

I've begun telling students who 
come to me with their documents 
that if they pass in their assignment 
and receive a penalty for double- 
sided printing that they can send 
their professor to me so I can 
explain how the college is trying to 
save money by printing this way. 

I realize that there's not much 
hope that someone like me can per- 
suade a professor to change a grade 
on a paper, but at the same time if 
a student doesn't have a working 
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The author, pictured here, understands that printing on both sides of a piece of paper cuts 
down on waste and promotes efficiency and environmental responsibility. 


printer or pocket change, there are 
only so many other options. 

And what are those other 
options you ask, The library on 
campus charges $0.10 per page to 
print single-sided pages. If some- 
one needs to meet MLA standards, 
they just have to pay for them. 

Aside from work-study and 
writing for The Observer I also 
work at a copy center. By now it 
must be clear how it's possible that 
I can feel so adamant about print- 
ing. I will not disclose the name of 
my employer, but I will say that 
single-sided printing costs $0.10 
per page, much like here on cam- 


pus. I say this because just about 
anywhere you go you will get 
charged for printing, except for the 
computer lab. 

The computer lab spends on 
average $35 per case of paper. At 
first that may not sound like 
much, but it adds up quickly, and 
students burning through ream 
after ream can leave a sizable mark 
on the paper budget. 

Your professor may want MLA 
standards, but if you are not paying 
for your printing then you have to 
take it how it's given to you. 

The computer lab is not Burger 
King, you don't get to have it your 


way just because you signéd in 
with your student ID. 

With the college striving to cut 
costs and become more efficient, 
it’s time for the standards of pro- 
fessors to follow suit. 

Allowing double-sided submis- 
sions cuts down on the amount of 
paper that professors have to carry 
around, after all. 

Double-sided printing is not the 
end of the world. In fact, the less 
paper we use the more green the 
campus becomes. 

As my fellow work-study Luis 
Rozon said, “Go green or go 
home.” 


ardy!, My dear Watson 


creating a Q&A machine that would 
be capable of competing on 
“Jeopardy!” against human competi- 
tors for three years, and last month 
IBM's dream became a reality, as 
Watson proved to be more than able 
to engage in a battle of the wits with 
Jeopardy’s two most formidable 
human opponents, and emerged vic- 
torious. 

Jennings' and Rutter's collective 
knowledge and human reflexes were 
no match for IBM's Watson, who 
takes a mere 3 seconds to process 
and respond to a given question, 
whereas it takes the average human 
contestant 3.5 seconds, according to 
IBM. But where Watson's quick wit 
poses somewhat of a threat, it is 
beyond doubtful that this particular 
machine could take over and domi- 
nate the human race, at least not 
with its current capacity and setup. 

Watson is a system consisting of 
90 servers and each server weighs in 
at around 120 pounds, according to 
IBM's website-that's 10,800 pounds 
total, making Watson slightly less 
than portable, and less threatening. 
Watson can't transport or assemble 
himself, but certainly IBM is think- 
ing of a way to make their latest gem 
into a portable version to*be coveted 
by businesses and consumers for all 
their Q&A needs, and once they fig- 
ure this component out Watson will 
be one step closer to world domina- 
tion. 

However, I tend to doubt IBM's 


Courtesy photo 


Jeopardy host Alex Trebek pictured with a monitor displaying Watson’s avatar. 


Watson will ever reach such heights. 
At most I think Watson might ruin 
the game show industry, displacing 
Alex Trebek from the job he has 
held for 27 years, and making the 
quick-witted likes of Ken Jennings 


and Brad Rutter easily overlooked. * 


14s years prior to IBM's attempt at 
to master the likes of Q&A, IBM 
mastered the game of Chess as their 
supercomputer Deep Blue beat the 
world's reigning chess champion, 
but we have heard nothing of Deep 
Blue since its victory in 1997. 

In IBM's archive they boast of the 
real world applications of their Deep 
Blue technology, such as the fore- 


casting of weather. Since when was 
meteorology perfected to an exact 
science? Seriously, people have 
been studying the weather since the 
time of Aristotle, and they still can't 
accurately tell you how many inches 
of snowfall will actually accumu- 
late, or even tell you with certainty 
that snow will fall? If Deep Blue is 
still employed in this area (which is 
doubtful with the rate at which tech- 
nology changes) then the inaccura- 
cies still existing serve as a reminder 
that machines can be just as flawed 
as man. 

I believe that Watson, despite its 
proposed real world applications in 


the medical field, will meet the same 
fate as Deep Blue and in 14 years 
people will have forgotten Watson's 
“Jeopardy!” victory. 

Lastly and most importantly, if 
IBM plans to produce machines 
truly superior to mankind, they 
might want to broaden their scope 
and maybe design a machine that 
can beat Shaq in a game of one on 
one, because at this rate IBM's odds 
of accidentally creating a machine 
that would lead to the destruction of 
the human race are looking pretty 
slim. In summation, fear not, we are 
still too stupid to create a machine 
too smart to destroy us. 
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An open letter to NECC 
criminals 

By Hore M. Hunt 

Copy Editor 


A few days ago the circula- 
tion manager, Chantal 
McGovern, also Executive 
Editor of the Observer, made a 
gruesome and unsettling dis- 
covery in the Student Activities 
Center. A newsstand was miss- 
ing. 

Now, I'm no Nancy Drew but 
I am fairly certain that the afore- 
mentioned newsstand did not 
disappear by it's own volition. 
No, what we have on our hands, 
ladies and gentlemen, is a certi- 
fied case of thievery, and this 
brazen theft may change the 
campus, and indeed the world, 
as we know it. 

That solitary newsstand was 
not a mere piece of furniture; it 
was a staple of our academic 
community, a bearer of news 
both good and bad and a trusted 
source of valuable campus intel. 
Its loss will most assuredly be 
grieved by our readership. 

To the NECC community, be 
mindful of your personal 
belongings and yourself. After 


WANTED: newsstand thief 


all, a nefarious thief 
capable of committing 
such a heinous crime 
might be capable of 
knifing you as you 
eagerly await. the 
arrival of the next shut- 
tle bus (which may 
itself be at risk of 
hijacking). —_ Indeed, 
Students, be wary of 
your surroundings at all 
times, exercising cau- 
tion and discernment in 
all of your dealings. 

The campus shall 
be monitored for individuals 
behaving in such a way as to 
suggest a criminal inclination. 
These behaviors include, but 
are not limited to, smoking on 
campus, unscheduled meetings 
in Jitters, and enrollment in 
Criminal Justice courses (to get 
inside the heads of the authori- 
ties). These will all be viewed 
with suspicion. 

It is recommended that stu- 
dents carry their student IDs 
with them at all times, and 
move quietly and_ hastily 
between classes. 

To the no good thieving men- 
ace/menaces who stole this 


Observer Staff sketch artist 


Artist’s rendering of the thief 


beloved campus fixture, you're 
probably snickering to your- 
self/yourselves right now, but 
justice will find you and you 
better hope it finds you before I 
do. 

If I were to hunt you down I'd 
most likely find you hiding in 
the corner of your Momma's 
basement, where you just so 
happen to also reside. You're 
probably going to either esca- 
late this whole fiasco and write 
us a ransom note or maybe 
you'll quit while you're ahead, 
but I truly hope for the former 
as I'd thoroughly enjoy reading 
it. 
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Tectonic plates discov- 
ered on the moon [cita- 
tion needed] 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


What's wrong with 
Wikipedia? 

If you ask a professor, 
the party line is that since 
it's editable by anyone the 
content can't be trusted. It's 
the mythology of the sub- 
ject that, while the majority 
of Wikipedia articles are 
accurate the majority of the 
time, any given article 
accessed at any given point 
is necessarily untrustwor- 
thy. 

This is, of course, non- 
sense. Wikipedia is popu- 
lated by thousands of dedi- 
cated volunteers who police 
changes carefully. 
Unjustified edits last, at 
most, a few hours, but are 
often reverted within min- 
utes. 


Apart from that, contest- 
ed or biased articles are 
clearly marked with con- 
venient headers pointing 
out that the kinks haven't 
been worked out yet. 

As an encyclopedic source, 
Wikipedia is no less valu- 
able -- actually, it's probably 
more valuable -- than a tra- 
ditional print encyclopedia, 
whose content is limited by 
page space, and begins to 
decay in relevance from the 
moment of printing. 

So, does this mean you 
should tell your professors 
to pull their heads out of 
their textbooks? That you 
have my personal permis- 
sion to. start citing 


Wikipedia in your essays? 
Well, no. Wikipedia still 


F » 
isn't a very good academic 


source, for the same reason 
a traditional print encyclo- 
pedia is a bad source: it's an 
encyclopedia. The treat- 
ment of any given topic on 
Wikipedia is derivative and 
simplified. It's not source 
material, it's summary. 

The reason it's a bad sign 
if you're citing Wikipedia in 
your paper is that the 
Wikipedia article about 
your subject contains the 
information you should 
already know by the time 
you start researching. 

If you picked a topic 
based on your interests, you 
shouldn't have to touch 
Wikipedia. If you were 
assigned it out of the blue, 
scanning Wikipedia should 
be the thing you do when 
you get home that night -- 
definitely not the thing you 
do by the time you get to 
actually researching. 

You could easily say this 
doesn't matter. If Wikipedia 
is a bad source, why does it 
matter which reason? 

Credibility is a good one. 
Abstract statistical indeter- 
minacy aside, students gen- 
erally know they can trust 
Wikipedia. When what a 
professor says clashes with 
consistent experience, it 
degrades confidence. 

When there's a perfectly 
good reason not to use 
Wikipedia, which doesn't 
rely on arguing the inherent 
stupidity and/or malevo- 
lence of people on the inter- 
net, and which supports bet- 
ter research habits, why 
resort to pessimistic techno- 
phobia? 
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Countries in turmoil as masses riot 


Revolution spreads 
accross the Middle 
East and North Africa 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


Egypt and Tunisia are in revolu- 
tion. There are open uprisings in 
Libya, and protests spread across 
much of the rest of North Africa and 
the Middle East. 

In Libya, the death toll is over 
1000, parts of the country having 
been proactively taken over by the 
protesters. 

On December 17, 2010, in Tunisia, 
a street vendor named Mohamed 
Bouazizi who'd been harassed by the 
police for years doused himself in 
“gasoline and set himself on fire. He 
died on January 4, 2011, by which 
time the act had sparked protests 
across the country. 

Over the next two months, nearly 
every other North African and 
Middle Eastern country experienced 


some degree of protest or revolution. 
National states of emergency which 
had lasted decades have ended in 
several countries, and Palestine has 
preemptively scheduled elections for 
July in response to the Egyptian 
protests. 

Meanwhile, there have been close 
to 20 other instances of self-immola- 
tion in protests across the affected 
countries, resulting in nine confirmed 
deaths. 

One of the hardest things to grapple 
with about the protests is the speed 
with which they erupted. This has 
been widely attributed to the use of 
social media to spread news between 

and between 
Facebook, Twitter, and 


countries, radical 
groups. 
YouTube have provided forums for 
dissidents to organize, discuss, and 
share ideas -- but several govern- 
ments have discovered that there's 
more to it than just the internet, 
protests having persisted and intensi- 
fied even when access to communi- 
cation technologies have been cut. 
One of the extraordinary (if slight- 


ly paradoxical) effects of the protests 
have been the lifting of an official 
State of Emergency in many of the 
affected countries. Algeria ended a 
19-year State of Emergency. Syria's 
State of Emergency, which has been 
in effect since 1963, is one of the 
major issues in protest. Egypt's over 
30 year state of emergency was also a 
major issue. 

The last decade in the Middle East 
has represented a very dark tone. 
Beginning in 2001, terrorism, threats 
of nuclear, biological and chemical 
weapons, dictators, fascists, religious 
extremists and other threats and 
boogeymen have dominated the 
image presented in the United States 
of the Middle East. 

Some groups in America saw it as 
our duty to step in, to push for 
democracy and freedom for the peo- 
ple of the countries in North Africa 
and the Middle East. 


of liberation was not an unfamiliar 


The narrative 


one in our history. It meshed easily 
with American nationalist rhetoric. 


A different sort of narrative is 


Farewell to fun 


Winter seems to get 
worse with each 
passing year 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
News Editor 


It’s a groundhog day winter. You 
know it, I know it, he knows it, she 
knows it, we all know it. And we’re 
all miserable because of it. 

There was a time when winter was 
actually fun. Remember that mythic 
snow day? 

It’s the first snowfall of winter. 
Every kid lays in bed awake all night 
praying to God that school will be 
canceled. You wait for that sharp, 
loud knock on the door from your 
father’s hand, speaking a truth so 
beautiful, “No school today.” 

Speechless, out of breath. The sigh 
of relief takes all the air out of you for 
a few, long excellent seconds. 

Then there’s the rush to the win- 
dow, but you don’t enjoy it for the 
first second because the snow is so 
bright it blinds you. You have to wipe 
away the pain from your eyes, and 
then you see it. Nowadays, it makes 
your insides turn inside out, but back 
then, it moved you. 

The snow was your canvas. White, 
empty of any mark or blemish. Just 
waiting for you to paint your greatest 
masterpiece. 

Breakfast was quick, if at all. Your 
only concern was getting your boots 
and gloves on and heading out the 
door as quickly as possible. 

The first step is always the best. It’s 
the first time you hear the snow 
crunching under your boots. Outside, 
you gaze into the white noise without 
a care in the world. Right now, you 
‘could be in Mrs. Cooper’s English 
class, hitting yourself to stay awake. 
But you aren’t, and it’s wonderful. 

The ceremonial snow angel. You 
make it, almost as a, “thanks,” to the 
spirits who granted you this snow 
miracle. 


You explore the usual grounds, but 
in a new light. Winter is the only time 
we can be completely fascinated with 
our same old-same old environment. 
There’s something about our usual 
places covered in snow that makes 
them new again. 

The building of the snowman, in 
which you turn your house into a, 
“home.” It adds character like paint- 
ing the front door an inviting color. 
Snowball fights, snow forts would 
follow, if you had the brother or sis- 
ters, or if your neighbors had kids. 

All this builds up to the sledding. 
There is no better joy during the win- 
ter than finding the perfect hill that 
will give you that perfect sledding 
speed. Fast enough to make it to the 
bottom, but slow enough that you can 
roll off before you hit the trees at the 
bottom. When the winter winds cut 
past your face and through your hair 
after your hat blows off, things are 
just right in the world. 

If only it could last forever. If only 
the sun didn’t have to go down, but 


every snow day has it’s ending. It’s a 
good ending though. You’d shake off 
your snow gear all over the floor, 
right after your mom says to specifi- 
cally wait for her to help you. Your 
socks are wet and your hands are red, 
and your cold soul is warmed up by a 
hot meal. It was the tomato soup with 
a grilled cheese that really tuned you 
back into the grand scheme of things. 
It’s hard to believe there ever was a 
spring before. 

As we got older, the sledding turned 
into shoveling. Now, the snow day 
doesn’t mean no work, just different 
work. Or harder work. Sure we’re 
miserable with the unmerciful snow 
storm after snow storm, but some- 
times it’s nice to remember the good 
snow days of the past, when we were 
optimistic; when we actually hated 
the snowplow man. 

The warmth of the sun; remember 
that? The smell of freshly cut grass? 
The desperate act of opening the 
freezer to cool down? It sounds like a 
fantasy. 


MCT Campus Photo 


Even Charles Foster Kane from Orson Welles’ Citizen 
Kane enjoyed snow days as a young child 


UNREST IN THE MIDDLE EAS 


LATEST EVENTS Feb. 28, 


1. Tunisia Last two 
cabinet members 
from President Ben 
Ali's rule resign 


2. Libya West 
moves to send aid 
to rebellion in the 
east, hoping to give 
momentum to oust 
Gadhafi; regime 
clamps down in its 
stronghold of Tripoli; 


funds 


3. Egypt Country’s 
attorney general bans 
Mubarak and family 
from traveling abroad 
and seizes all their 


4, iraq Prime minister 
calls for new elections for ! 
the councils that rule the 
country's 18 provinces 


5. Bahrain Anti- 
government protesters 


food prices blockade parliament; 
skyrocketing from rallies held at key 
the crisis 


locations in the capital 


: 6. Yemen President 

: offers to form a unity 
: government with 

: Opponents, provided 
: protests stop; 

; quickly rejected by 

: opposition leaders 


: 7. Oman Protesters 
: set supermarket on 
: fire; security forces 
: seal off roads in an 
: attempt to isolate 

: protesters 


© 2011 MCT 
Source: AP, Reuters 


unfolding in that part of the world, 
now. It's not the one we're used to, 
but it's a narrative which should be 
familiar to every American who 


attended a public Elementary school. 


MCT Campus Graphic 
The people of the Middle East and 
North Africa are taking liberty and 
democracy for themselves. 


Hey Jealousy 


Students weigh-in on 
Jealousy and its effect 


on a relationship 


By LATHON JONES-DOWNING 
Correspondent 


In life we see things that ntake us 
feel a certain way. For some these 
emotions include happiness, sadness, 
anger, and rage. But among all of 
these there is one that affects not only 
the human heart and situation, but the 
people who surround you. It’s called 
jealousy and if anything it’s real and 
affects not only you but the relation- 
ships that you hold dear to you. 

Now when it comes to jealousy and 
relationships there's always the ques- 
tion. “Why are you so jealous?” well 
there are many who say that jealousy 
is common in all people and that 
without it how could we be consid- 
ered human. 

A perfect example of how this little 
green monster ruins lives and rela- 
tionships is quite simple. You’re sit- 
ting in the café and you see a really 
hot person walk by. Now you look 
and check them out to the fullest 
extent you then turn to your signifi- 
cant other and state how you like 
what the person is wearing. This 
automatically sites a seed of concern 
with your lover. 

So when it comes to relationships 
and the fact of jealousy it has been 
said that women and men differ in 
opinion. 

When asked Freddy Alves who is 
currently in a relationship said “I 
believe it is normal, jealousy is a 
common feeling. It also depends on 
what it is about and the actions you 
take with it.” 

While on the other hand Kerry 
Guzman who is also in a relationship 
stated that “Jealousy has its limits. If 
you’re not jealous that probably 
means you don’t care about them.” 


These two sides for sure had me sold 
on the fact that jealousy is truly in the 
eye of the beholder. 

The question then was directed 
towards how one could tarnish their 
image or affect those around them 
with their jealousy. 

Hillary Leblane stated that if her 
boyfriend was jealous then “I would 
find it to be a bit of a compliment. It 
would seem like he’s protective of 
me. But too much would make me 
feel like I wasn’t trusted by him.” 

This came as somewhat of a shock- 
er but in all it rang true. 

Brian Mannel who is single at the 
moment said “Jealousy is just one of 
the negatives of relationships. It 
could ruin them. And I believe that if 
someone is jealous than they really 
need help.” He went on to defend this 
by saying that “jealousy is what 
makes people less confident in their 
image or try to subconsciously strive 
to certain perfections, it could ruin 
social relationships due to obsession 
with their image.” 

Now when it comes down to it jeal- 
ousy in relationships is actually quite 
normal. And to some a little jealousy 
is one way of showing how much we 
love our significant other. On the 
other hand, too much jealousy signi- 
fies a lack of trust in your significant 
other and may break up a perfectly 
good relationship. 

We must remember that while we 
cannot always control how we feel 
about something, we can always 
decide how we will react to our feel- 
ings. And in the case of relationships 
and self image, it is highly important 
that we learn to deal with our jeal- 
ousies to keep it from ruining our 
love lives. 

So if you feel at any moment that 
that green-eyed monster is lurking 
around the comer. Take a breath and 
know that for every action there is an 
equal and opposite reaction. And 
sometimes it can leave you all by 
yourself. 
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NECC learning opportunities 


Continued from Page 1, under “Are 
learning communities underrepre- 
sented?” 


The American Association of 
Colleges and Universities have 
named learning communities as a 
rewarding experience for college stu- 
dents. Their website says "Every stu- 
dent -- not just the fortunate few -- 
will need wide-ranging and cross- 
disciplinary knowledge, higher-level 
skills, an active sense of personal and 
social responsibility, and a demon- 
strated ability to apply knowledge to 
complex problems." 

NECC professors Stephen Slaner 
and Meredith Gunning have taught a 
learning community called "Smoke 
and Mirrors" during past semester. 
This learning community is a combi- 
nation of American Government & 
Politics and Introduction to 
Philosophy, and it seeks to connect 
an understanding of 21st century pol- 
itics to their philosophical underpin- 
nings. 

"When Prof. Gunning and I teach 
‘Smoke and Mirrors,"" 
Slaner,"We might disagree as to a 


says 


Third Annual Peace 
Poetry Contest 


Peace Poetry submissions 


* now being accepted 


By Anpy ROBINSON 
News Editor 


At a time when everyone 
needs a little reminder that 
spring is coming soon, 
NECC’s annual Peace Poetry 
Contest and Reading is send- 
ing the call to all students and 
locals for original poetry. 

The contest sets out to 
honor the idea of peace 
through the medium of poetry. 

About 80 poems will be 
selected for publication in a 
small poetry book later this 
spring. 

NECC’s Peace Poetry 
Contest and Reading is avail- 
able to all students here and 
locally. Adults affiliated with 
the schools are also welcome 
to submit. 

Children in particular are 
encouraged to write as well. 

In a press release regard- 
ing the concert, they said, 
“We believe that children can- 


particular interpretation of the mate- 
rial” 

Slaner said, “This makes it more 
difficult for students to see teachers 
as authority figures who can't be 
questioned, since the teachers are 
questioning each other. The students 
are then encouraged to formulate 
their own perspective on the materi- 
al, which may differ from that of 
either of the teachers." 

Professor Slaner points out the 
value of interdisciplinary education 
to teach students about the impor- 
tance of integrating thinking between 
their subjects, encouraging more cre- 
ative and fluid thinking. 

"When two courses are com- 
"... A third 
course is created that goes beyond 


bined," says Slaner, 


what either course previously was 
about. In short, the whole is greater 
than the sum of its parts." 

"There needs to be a major com- 
mitment to promote learning commu- 
nities, which includes flexibility as to 
how many students need to be 
enrolled," says Professor Slaner. 
"Perhaps students could be required 
to take a learning community as a 


Lathon Jones Downing/file photo 


Oneed Bin Nauman, a 10-year-old boy from 
Pakistan, recited through video the poem he 
submitted to the contest during the first annual 
contest held in 2009. 


condition of graduation. At the very 
least, the benefits of leaming com- 
munities should be stressed to stu- 
dents at every opportunity, since 
many NECC students don't know 
what they are." 

He also emphasizes the value of 
learning communities for the teach- 
ers. 

"[They] need not always agree 
on teaching styles, and can benefit 
from watching each other to pick up 
on teaching strategies they may not 
be familiar with." 

"TI cannot praise learning commu- 
nities enough," says Professor 
Gunning. "One benefit: students have 
their learning reinforced by covering 
content from a variety of disciplinary 
perspectives. The same group of stu- 
dents take two or more different sub- 


ject areas for a combined and intense 


period of time--and the professors 
from different disciplines offer their 
insights and there is a richer inter- 
change of ideas as a result." 

"I have learned fresh ways of 
presenting Karl Marx by listening to 
a different approach on his writings 
from Dr. Slaner," says Gunning. "I've 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSI 


not learn to speak the lan- 
guage of possibility, or envi- 
sion a culture of peace, if they 
do not have the opportunity to 
identify such moments and 
values within themselves and 
their relationships. It is our 
responsibility, as educators, to 
offer students a way to fuel 
their imaginations — and 
embrace the concept of 
peace.” 


Dr. Paul G.  Saint- 


Amand, NECC English pro- 
fessor, is the coordinator of 
the contest. 

The deadline for submis- 
sions is March 15th. The read- 
ing will be held from 6- 
8:30p.m. on Friday, May 6 in 
the Technology Center on the 
Haverhill Campus.Entries can 
be submitted to: 

NECC Peace Poetry 
Contest, 100 Elliott St., Spurk 
317H, Haverhill, MA 01830- 


2399. 
Or submitted online at: 
peacepoetry@necc.mass.edu 


For additional informa- 
tion contact Saint-Amand at : 
psaintamand@nece.mass.edu 
or visit their website at: 
http://www.nece.mass.edu/ac 
ademics/enrichment/service- 
learning/peace-poetry 


found new ways to tap into the mate- 
rial." 

‘Smoke and Mirrors’ was 
unlinked this semester, due to low 
enrollment. Next semester, the 
school is planning to offer 11 learn- 
ing communities. 

"It's not really any different to 
sign up for learning communities 
than it is to register for a stand-alone 
course," says Schade. 

"It's just that you are signing up 
for both, or in some cases, three 
classes all blocked together. In some 
ways, this makes it easier for stu- 
dents because they can schedule 
classes back to back and the classes 
often meet in the same rooms. " 

Learning communities are a 
valuable resource, and the educa- 
tional opportunities and life experi- 
ence they offer go beyond the con- 
tent of their component classes. 
Students can learn more about learn- 
ing communities at: 

http://www.necc.mass. 
edu/academics/enrichment/ 
learning-communities/. 
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Obama welcomes 
governors to White 
House 


WASHINGTON (AP) _ 
President Barack Obama 
says a_ black-tie White 
House dinner with the 
nation's governors is a bit 
like the Oscars: Everyone is 
dressed up and if someone 
speaks too long, the band 
will play him offstage. 

The governors joined 
Obama, his senior aides and 
Cabinet officials to dine on 
scallops, beef and blue crab 
in the State Dining Room on 
Sunday night. On the West 
Coast, the entertainment 
industry gathered for the 
Academy Awards. 

Obama joked that the 
governors were missing the 
televised awards show to be 
with him, but he encouraged 
them to still have fun. 

In more serious 
remarks, he told the gover- 
nors they have a partner in 
the White House and his 
team is working to rebuild - 
the economy. 
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Just 2'% hours from Northern 


Essex Community College is a 


800-462-1944 
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you've already earned. Visit 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 
"275 Mount Carmel Avenue See 
| Hamden, CT. 06518-1908 
203-582-8612 + Toll Free: 1-800-462-1 


student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 
Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, health sciences 
and communications. And we're 


committed to using the credits 


www.quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next 
step toward a bachelor’s degree 


and the career you want. 
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Why 


NECC is here for 


students who want to 
learn 


By CINDY MONTESQUIEU 
Correspondent 


Every day the Lawrence and 
Haverhill campuses are packed with 
cars. There are students, which have 
some kind of motivation to come to 
Northern Essex Community 
College. Students are making the 
effort to come and have some hope 
to become successful in the future. 

There are over 15,000 students 
who attend Northern’ Essex 
Community College who are study- 
ing either full-time or part-time. 
Many students say that NECC is just 
a convenient school because it is 
affordable. : 

Matthew Nogueira, NECC stu- 
dent, said, “It’s affordable and I want 
to transfer to a four year school.” 

Financial aid and scholarships 
are available for those who qualify 
and they make tuition easier to pay 
for. 

* Mariela Sanchez, NECC stu- 
dent, said, “My parents are too poor 
to pay for a four year school. I want 


Colleges struggle 


Nationwide, diversity 


meets certain campus 
road blocks 


By SARAH BUTRYMOWICZ 
MCT Campus Reporter 


BETHLEHEM, Pa. Lehigh 
University did a good job wooing 
Nezy Smith here. A Lehigh admis- 
sions officer met the African- 
American honor roll student at her 
high school in Lebanon, Pa., then 
kept in touch for a-year, urging her 
to visit the campus and helping her 
to fill out complex financial aid 
forms. 

Smith arrived at Lehigh in 
2008, elated to experience college 
life and dismissing cautions by 
some upperclassmen that as a 
minority student she might some- 
times feel unwelcome on the 146- 
year-old campus and in its social 
scene, including parties in the hill- 
top fraternity houses. 

A few months into her fresh- 
man year, though, Smith and a 
group of black friends waited in 
vain outside a frat house while a 
member waved others in. And at 
times she felt uneasy being -the 
only black face in the classroom, 
despite doing well in her business 
and German courses. 

By the next winter, she was 
gone, joining the roughly 25 per- 
cent to 40 percent of black and 
Hispanic students who start at 
Lehigh but don't finish, depending 


on the year. The institution that had. 


worked so hard to attract Smith 


to transfer though and get a lot of 
scholarships.” 

Many of the students who attend 
NECC have jobs and/or families to 
provide for. There are students who 
come straight into NECC after grad- 
uating high school and then there are 
students who don’t. Here at NECC, 
there are convenient classes to 
choose from to accommodate any 
schedule. 

Some students who come to 
NECC come here looking to transfer 
into four year colleges or universi- 
ties. 

Sanchez said that her major is 
broadecasting/journalism and she 
wants to transfer into Emerson 
College. 

Other students come just to get 
their associates degree and to look 
for a career right after graduation. 

Yeboah said, “I want to graduate 
with my associates, and become a 
licensed practical nurse.” 

Some students come to NECC to 
take developmental courses or just 
interesting courses. Several students 
who come here to take courses 
because English is their second lan- 
guage. Students come here because 
they see that NECC offers the pro- 
grams that students are looking for. 

The professors and staff are 
always very helpful. Students feel 


hadn't done such a good job of 
keeping her, spotlighting a problem 
seen at colleges nationwide. 

A lot of attention has been 
given to the push to make higher 
education more diverse, with col- 
leges trumpeting their enrollment 
of underrepresented students. But 
black and Latino students are, on 
average, far less likely to graduate 
in six years than their white and 
Asian peers. 

Some colleges, however, defy 
the trend, graduating all students at 
the same rates, according to a 2010 
report by the Washington-based 
nonprofit Education Trust. Using 
these schools as an example, the 
Education Trust concludes that a 
graduation gap is not inevitable. 

When a student drops out of 
high school, the tendency has long 
been to blame the school. But when 
a student leaves college, people 
typically blame the individual. But 
many experts now argue that even 
at the post-secondary level, institu- 
tions must shoulder responsibility 
for their completion rates and that 
their practices matter a lot. 

Another way to look at it: 
While Lehigh lost Nezy Smith, 
might a different institution, such 
as the University of Notre Dame, 
have kept her? 

Like Nezy Smith, Dominique 
Higgins distinguished herself in 
high school, in her case, Bonita 
High south of Los Angeles, where 
she served in student government, 
tutored others and was a shot-put- 
ter. 

Last March, before its official 
letters went out, Higgins was 
among a group of minority students 
invited to one of three all-expens- 


News 


—————— 


pick NECC? 


comfortable coming to NECC 
because they feel welcome. Picking 
classes is stress-free because there 
are many advisers who are here 
because they truly care about the stu- 
dents and are willing to assist them 
in any way. 

Professors here at NECC are not 
looking for students to fail. They 
want students to succeed and fulfill 
their dreams. 

Students who come here are not 
being forced to come. They simply 
do it on their own. 

Nogueira comes here because 
he, “wanted to get a good educa- 
tion.” 

Students have a motivation 
because they put in an effort to make 
it to class. 

Nogueira said, “I want to make a 
better life for myself. My major is 
philosophy. I enjoy it, and I find it 
interesting.” 

Students take pleasure in com- 
ing here. It prepares students to fur- 
ther their education and prepare 
them for the real world. It is benefi- 
cial coming to NECC because of the 
many ways any student can get 
involved. 

NECC will always be a strong 
school because students want “to 
learn. 


Parnassus 


lit magazine 


Continued from Page 1, 
“Parnassus wins big” 


Lochelt, in between teaching 
English at NECC, Middlesex 
Community College, and UMASS 
Lowell, is the behind the scenes 
magic maker of the Parnassus. 

Although the magazine is stu- 
dent staffed and student run, the 
organization and the ultimate 
fruition of the final product is 
undoubtedly Lochelt’s, who seems 
to shy away from any credit. 

With his emergence onto the 
Parnassus staff in the spring of 
2006, Lochelt has been working 
constantly for the magazine, and 
without pay. Any compensation for 
him would be taken out of the budg- 
et, which he is strictly against. 

He said, “There are very few 
things that students have access to 
here where they can really be on the 
national showcase.” 

“Literary magazines are what 
got me started in teaching in the 
first place,” he said. “It’s something 
they [the students] can look at and 
be proud of.” 


The biggest change he made 
was making the magazine a yearly 
publication, as opposed to a fall and 
spring publication. 

He said, “I realized based on my 
experience with other lit mag stuff, 
if we put out one a year, we can do 
cool stuff.” 

The staff meets only a few times 
a semester to go over the submitted 
material. As advertised, not a lot of 
commitment is needed. Any NECC 
student can submit art and or writ- 
ing electronically by visiting the 
website at 
http://parnassuslitmag.com 

Every year, the magazine invites 
a guest contributor, usually some- 
one of local fame. 

No one is set in stone yet, but 
Lochelt alluded to a famous writer 
from the New England area. 
Contacts are being made, emails are 
being sent and so forth. 

Parnassus has been NECC’s 
brainchild since 1965 and can be 
found in the Lobby of C building. 


to keep minority students 


es-paid "diversity weekends" at 
Notre Dame's South Bend, Ind., 
campus. They arrived. on a 
Thursday evening and assembled 
in La Fortuna Student Center, 
where their host went over the 
agenda for the weekend before 
casually announcing, "Oh, by the 
way, you've all been accepted." 
After two seconds of stunned 
silence, was it a joke? The room 
erupted into cheers. 

The extraordinary attention 
didn't end when Higgins arrived 
last August. There was an event at 
the campus restaurant, where she 
was invited to a lunch with several 
political science professors speak- 
ing that night on the future of the 
Latino vote. Not long after Higgins 
got settled, a man in a yellow vest 
came over to ask how she was 
keeping up with her studies amid 
all the distractions of campus life 
like pep rallies and football games. 

"I'm working on it," she prom- 
ised, bobbing her head. 

"That's good," said Arnel 
Bulaoro, who monitors the aca- 
demic performance of minority stu- 
dents on campus. He's keeping files 
on 421 this year. 

Notre Dame is larger than 
Lehigh, 8,400 students to 4,700, 
but both are selective private insti- 
tutions with high price tags and 
solid student test scores. (In 
Higgins' class at Notre Dame, 
incoming students in the 25th to 
75th percentile on the reading and 
math sections of the SAT scored 
between 1315 and 1480, while stu- 
dents in the same percentile range 
at Lehigh scored between 1270 and 
1410.) 

The two institutions also have 


similar combined black and 
Hispanic enrollments, 11 percent 
for the latest class at Lehigh, and 
14 percent at Notre Dame. 

But where Lehigh reported a 
10-point gap in graduation rates 
between whites and their black and 
Hispanic peers in 2008, Notre 
Dame's black and Hispanic under- 
graduates completed their degrees 
at a rate only 1.1 percentage points 
lower than the overall rate of 95.8 
percent, according to the Education 
Trust. 

At Notre Dame, Bulaoro is one 


of two assistant directors of 
Multicultural Student Programs 
and Services. The other concen- 


trates on the social side of things. 
The office also has a director, sery- 
ices coordinator, program intern, 
graduate student assistant and three 
undergraduate interns. 

"We can't just make speeches," 
said Don Pope Davis, Notre 
Dame's vice president and associ- 
ate provost, who has led a cam- 
paign to recruit more minority fac- 
ulty members. 

Feeling snubbed at frat parties 
wasn't the worst part for Nezy 
Smith. She'd watch white students 
drive around campus in their cars 
and see the slender girls trek up 
and down the hill on which the 
campus sits. Her family couldn't 
afford for her to have a car. And 
she had curves. 

"That's when color came into 
play. I couldn't accept the fact that 
I was black," Smith said, recalling 
how this grew into a full-blown 
identity crisis by the start of her 
sophomore year. "I started to not 
like myself because I wanted to be 
like other students." 


Lehigh does pay special atten- 
tion to minority students, but its 
Office of Multicultural Affairs is 
much smaller than Notre Dame's 
and doesn't have the luxury of 
branching out into academic pro- 
gramming or formal mentoring. 

Smith did try one outlet for 
black women, the "Circle of 
Sisters" meetings held every other 
Friday. But while she vented her 
frustrations there to a handful of 
staff members, she never got the 
one-on-one pep talks perfected by 
an African-American faculty mem- 
ber, Kashi Johnson, who often 
attends the meetings. 

Johnson, a native New Yorker, 
graduated from Lehigh in 1994 
after "floundering" to the point of 
crisis. Starting in the university's 
marquee engineering program, 
Johnson barely survived the first 
weed-out classes such as Cale 21 
and Chem 21, which left her with a 
1.1 grade-point average. Like Nezy 
Smith, she also felt isolated from 
the larger Lehigh community. 

Johnson's alienation lingered 
for more than a year until her 
mother studied her transcripts and 
suggested she go into theater. 

At first incredulous, Johnson 
ultimately followed her mother's 
suggestion and, after graduation, 
did everything from "King Lear" to 
hip-hop as a professional actress 
and director before returning to her 
alma mater in 1999 to teach theater. 

Once she decided to study the- 
ater, she said, "I went from feeling 
like | didn't belong certain places 
to knowing I belonged every- 
where." 
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Campus Life 


Professor’s works displayed |Work it out 


By SHANNON KEATING 
Correspondent 


Vivacious; mystical; soothing. 
Those are only a few words that can 
describe the exhibit at the NECC 
Library, Bentley Art-space. 

The artist, Kate Zehnter, known 
to her students as Professor Zehnter, 
displayed a generous portion of her 
life’s work. The show, Retrospective 
of Oil & Acrylic Paintings, takes you 
on a powerful journey that you won’t 
soon forget. 

I stumbled upon the exhibit by 
sheer coincidence on February 3 
when Zehtner was preparing for the 
opening. Although the show was not 
for two hours, Zehnter graciously 
gave me the grand tour of the entire 
exhibit. 

The exhibit consisted of over 20 
pieces of art on display spanning a 
period of 30 years. Zehnter spent 
ample time explaining the origins of 
each piece with care, answering any 
questions without hesitation. 

Zehnter explained that she had 
made her earlier works primarily 
using oil paints, and in her newer 
works, we see her experiment with 
acrylics. 

It is thrilling to witness the evo- 
lution of Zehnter’s style and tech- 
nique over the years. Her influences 
include Henri Matisse, a pioneer of 
the Fauvism era. 


Matisse experimented with 


bright, bold colors in place of natu- 

ral, realistic colors, something that 

Zehnter did frequently in the *70s 
“The first two paintings,” in ref- 
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erence to Big Fish (1976), and 
Buming the Candle at Both Ends 
(1978), “Have hard edged painted 
organic and geometric shapes with 
bright opaque colors,” says Zehnter. 
She explained that these pieces were 
done during a turbulent period in her 
life; the “fighting colors” speak for 
her conflicting state of being. 

Since that erratic time, her life 
has unfolded rather harmoniously. 
This pleasant change can be distin- 
guished in her recent works. 

“From 2000 to present day, the 
color in my paintings are softer and 
translucent, and the rhythmical 
movement is ever present.” But how 
did this cultivated woman get her 
start in the art world? 

When Zehnter was around the 
age of 7, she was struck with illness, 
and was thus confined to her bed. 

“As a child, I was hyperactive,” 
she admits. “My mother bought me 
a paint-by-number kit to give me 
something to do. I didn’t really fol- 
low directions and it still looked 
good when I was finished.” 

Like Matisse, Zehnter became 
seduced by art-making during her 
recovery: “I really liked painting 
after this experience. . . The compli- 
ments I received during my child- 
hood encouraged me to learn more 
about drawing and painting.” 

Zehnter graduated from 
Massachusetts College of Art in 
Boston, in 1965. Now, Zenhter 
encourages others to try their best in 
the field in her Color and Design 
class at NECC. Her exhibit, which 
closes on March 3, is not to be 


er now. 


Haverhill Campus is going greener with single-stream recycling. What's single-stream? It means 
Just toss all recyclable products, including paper, cardboard, 
bottles, plastic containers and cans, in the blue or specially-marked recycling bins. 
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hip with the City of Haverhi 


Artwork by Kate Zehnter 
Some of the artwork dis- 
played at the library by a 
NECC Professor. 


missed. 

On her website Zehnter has most 
of her other numerous works, con- 
sisting of paintings not shown in the 
exhibit, drawings, mini-tapestries, 
sculptures, and her second favorite 
art medium, fiber art. 

Any other questions about 
Zehnter can be answered simply by 
looking at her art: “Everything I 
have ever done is reflected in my art- 
work. It is my journal.” 

In case you are unable to swing 
by the exhibit you can go to 
Zehnter’s website: 

www.katesimagery.com 


Northern Essex 


$ Community College 


Twin pnor pracnuces 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
Campus Life Editor 


The NECC fitness center is 
enjoying the comfort of new exercise 
equipment with the introduction of 
exercise bikes. The bikes were intro- 
duced to the center in the beginning 
of the semester have really been an 
interest to many those who attend the 
gym. 
“We have started a group cycling 
class since we got the bikes,” said 
Rob Parker Fitness program coordi- 
nator for physical education. “The 
classes are always full, and at times 
we have to hold back to back class- 
es.” 

Students and even faculty and 
staff who attend the 
NECC fitness center” 
had a lot to say abou 
the equipment stating 
that they are a lot ea: 
er to use and very fit. = 

“These bikes aregs 
way better, you can§ 
easily adjust them andg 
it's good to exercise in 
groups,” said Gail 
Stuart one of the sta 


at the Haverhill 
library. 
Stuart said that 


she used the only 
bike that was in the 
fitness center and it 
was hard to adjust 
and exercising alone 


“A group session encourages you to 
push on,” 

The bikes have also created an 
opportunity for one of the interns to 
teach other interns how to run the 
exercise and also use the equipment. 
Renee Parolisi has taken the opportu- 
nity to run the workout classes and 
also teach the other exercise classes. 

“We do some intense workouts 
and the groups are very motivational 
and they really help everyone,” Said 
Parolisi. 


The bikes have become the 


catch at the gym and even the teams 
are using them for their practice. 
Parolisi said that the NECC Knights 
Baseball Team is using the Bikes for 
their Cardio Workout part of their 
exercise. 


‘ 


Stephen Ndungu photo 


From Left, Ethel Schuster, Jimmy 
Arsenault, Harold Reyes and Gail 
Stuart follow 


instructor Renee 


was always tiring, Parolisi using the new equipment 
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‘Its Britney vs. Gaga. 
Whose side are you 


on? 


By MATTHEW RAND 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


She’s 
released 31 
singles. 
And count- 
ing. She’s 
released six 
albums. 
And count- 
ing. She’s 
sold over 
100 million records worldwide. And 
counting. Britney Spears burst onto 
the scene in 1999 with her hit “Baby 
One More Time” and, when you 
think about it, she hasn’t stopped 
moving forward since. 

Of course, as we all know, that’s 
not entirely true: the two year span of 
early 2006-early 2008 found Spears 
infamously shaving her head, under- 
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going two stints in rehab, and nearly 
losing custody of her two sons, Sean 
and Jayden. Yet, in the middle of all 
the tabloid drama, she released her 
most critically acclaimed work to 
date, “Blackout” (which featured 
mammoth hits “Gimme More” and 
“Piece of Me”), won herself Video of 
the Year (and two others) at the Video 
Music Awards, and recorded yet 
another album, “Circus,” which 
topped the charts (of course) and sub- 
sequently made Spears the youngest 
female artist to have five albums 
debut at number one. 

Thursday Febtuary 17 brought 
with it the world premiere of Spears’ 
latest video for #1 smash single 
“Hold It Against Me.” In a brilliant 
twist of marketing prowess, said 
video aired on MTV a mere five min- 
utes before the newest-episode of the 
television giant’s highest rated pro- 
duction, “Jersey Shore.” The video, 
on the surface, looks just like an 
extension of all of Britney’s older 
videos: delightfully outrageous cos- 
tumes, tantalizingly fabulous chore- 
ography, copious amounts of good 
girl pouting strategically placed in 
Ze 


Courtesy Photo 
Britney Spears, swathed in what can only be described 
as ‘creative juices,’ in a still from “Hold It Against Me.” 


between bad girl bumping and grind- 
ing. But then, one starts to look into 
the deeper meaning; it’s a surprising- 
ly introspective look at those past 
few years of turmoil for the queen of 
pop. Done, of course, the only way 
she knows how: bombastically. 

She’s released eight singles. And 
counting. She’s released two albums. 
And counting. Digitally, her songs 
have sold over 24 million. And 
counting. Renown worldwide as, 
largely, the biggest thing to happen to 
pop music in a long, long time, Lady 
Gaga rocketed to success in 2008 
with her debut album “The Fame,” 
and hasn’t stopped her seemingly 
unending metamorphosis since. 

Monday Feb. 28 marked the 
return of Gaga to the world of the 
music video, a field of which she has 
all but dominated with her awe- 
inspiring shorts for singles “Bad 
Romance,” “Telephone,” and 
“Alejandro.” The seven minute clip 
for chart-topping sensation “Bom 
This Way” left this particular writer 
speechless at its conclusion. “This is 
the manifesto of Mother Monster,” 
Gaga croons in a tone that could only 
be described as “ethereal.” What 
ensues I, in complete and total hon- 
esty, don’t know I could accurately 
describe for you all at this particular 
moment. What I can tell you is it’s an 
unabashed masterpiece: stunning 
photography mixed with stunning 
sound, makeup, costuming and cho- 
reography. The dirt-stained love child 
of Madonna and Stanley Kubrick. It’s 
like she was, for a lack of better, less 
obviously cliche phrasing, born this 
way: Born to do exactly what she’s 
doing right here and now. 

Now, I suppose the only question 
remaining is a rather simply stated 
one: Britney or Gaga? 

Communications major Ally 
Doxsey wasn’t quite sure what to 
make of Spears’ video at first: “I was 
like ‘It was good.’ I thought it 
could’ve been a little bit better.” 
Soon enough, however, she came to 
her senses, continuing, “But then as I 
actually watched it again, I got into it 


The Good, the Bad and the 


Oscar ceremony its 
typical self: fabulous, 
nail-biting fun 


By MATTHEW RAND 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Another year, another Oscar! 
This past Sunday, the 83rd Annual 
Academy Awards (known to many, 
indeed!--"The 
Oscars") were held in Los Angeles 


simply, _as--yes 
and they, as per usual, brought with 
them some surprises and some not so 
surprising moments that were still 
highly enjoyable none-the-less. 
Poised, hilarious, and completely 
darling, hosts Anne Hathaway and 
James Franco helmed the night mar- 
velously. Some critics loathed the 
the 


pair, Tim Goodman of 


Hollywood Reporter naming them 


"distant" and "uninterested." "This 
year," Goodman continued, “the 
Oscars hit a new low. Like it fell into 
a hole." Okay, that's fine and dandy 
Mr. Goodman, but...why so glum? 
Don't know if I have to remind you, 
but Hathaway and Franco aren't 
comedians, they're actors. Their 
material was written for them, and 
with it, I thought they did the best 
they could. They had sensational 
chemistry and, most importantly, 
looked like they were having a ball. 

The first major prize of the night, 
the award for Best Supporting 
Actress, went home with Melissa Leo 
(ie. the mom from "The Fighter"). 
After a super awkward/super cute 
introduction from the world's most 
adorable walking zombie, 94-year- 
old film icon Kirk Douglas, Leo 
milked the whole "Oh! I'm so shocked 


I don't, even know what to do with myself 
so instead I'll just mumble about the stage 
incoherently" spiel for all it was worth. 
And subsequently made every winner 
after her have to wrap up their speech just 
a little bit faster. 

Despite giving a marvelously 
scene-stealing performance, I, per- 
sonally, was rooting for anyone but 
Leo to win--preferably co-star Amy 
Adams or the divine, best dressed of 
the night, Hailee Steinfeld, star of 
"True Grit." Christian Bale went on 
to win Best Supporting Actor for his 
preposterously amazing work in, as 
well, "The Fighter," flubbing up his 
otherwise perfectly adequate accept- 
ance by forgetting his wife's name. 
She, understandably, didn't seem too 
pleased. 


Continued on Page 10 


at 
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Lady Gaga, looking alien as ever, in a still from “Born 


This Way.” 


more and I could make out all the lit- 
tle details I hadn’t seen before.” 
“When you think of Britney 
Spears you think of “Toxic,” 
“Oops!...1 Did It Again,” her with 
pigtails, all that stuff, that’s good, but 
then again it’s a whole new phase of 
her life. She’s kind of breaking that 
shell. She’s not forgetting about it, 
but she’s transforming into someone 
else; she can’t always be “Baby One 
More Time” girl, you know? Then I 
thought it was really good. I just had 
to watch it one more time.” 
Similarly, NECC 
major Danielle Ryan had nothing but 
praise for Spears’ latest venture: 
“Let’s just say I wouldn’t hold it 


Illustration 


against her. I love it.” I couldn’t have 
said it better myself! Britney’s an 
icon, no doubt, and she'll always be 
one. But can she keep up with Gaga’s 
outrageously forward thinking in 
terms of pop culture and how it’s pre- 
sented to us, the viewing public? 
Communications major Ashleigh 
Bergh seemed to be planted firmly on 
Team Gaga. “I don't care how crazy 
everyone says she is, people said the 


Ugly: Oscars 2011 


same thing about Madonna and 
Michael Jackson and their videos. I 
like the video because it’s different, 
plain and simple. We need some 
artists to think outside the box once 
in a while, otherwise music would go 
nowhere!” True enough. 

As for me? I’m gonna remain 
Team Switzerland for this round. My 
first musical love was Miss Britney 
and, frankly, I wouldn’t think, even 
for a second, of turning my back 
against her after all she’s brought to 
the table. But, I mean, no one can 
deny the power of Lady Gaga. She’s 
a disgustingly fabulous singer, 
dancer, activist, everything! She 
brings it. Always. 

With Spears’s seventh album, 
“Femme Fatale,” being released at 
the end: of this month and Gaga’s 
third, also titled “Born This Way,” 
being released in May, I guess we’ll 
have to wait and see what the divas 
come up with next. I don’t know 
about y'all, but either way I’m just 
ready to dance. 


MCT Campus Photo 


Hosts James Franco and Anne Hathaway ended the 


show with a bang. 
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Second time around 
is bigger and better 
for young singer 


By LIZMARIE FLORES 
Correspondent 


Winner of two Grammy awards 
in 2009 at the tender age of 20, 
Adele, the now 22-year-old British 
singer-songwriter released her soph- 
omore album on February 22 and it is 
a perfect follow-up to her memorable 
first album, “19.” 

“21,” just like her debut, refers to 
the age Adele was when she wrote 
the songs. This time, the album cov- 
ers the complications of life, love and 
letting go. She captures your atten- 
tion with a soulful voice that sounds 
much older than she is, and takes you 
back to the blues of the 40s, 50s, and 
60s with her raw talent. 

“The scars of your love remind 
me of us, they keep me thinking that 


we almost had it all,” she sings to an 


MCT Campus Photo 
“Black Swan’’s Natalie Portman, winner of Best 


Actress and one of the best dressed of the night. 


Going back to basics with Adele 


ex-lover on the track that can’t go 


unnoticed in the background of the “I 
Am Number Four” trailer, “Rolling 
In the Deep.” Adele brings out the 
true emotion in revenge and sadness, 
sounding real and completely free 
about putting her problems to song. 
The tougher sound seems to be work- 
ing well-“21” has already topped the 
chart in eight countries. 

Adele has clearly won over fans 
and new listeners alike. With an sold 
out concert taking place in Boston at 
The House of Blues on May 15, 
Adele seems to be gaining new fans 
around our way too. 

NECC American Sign Language 
major Cynthia couldn’t even score 
seats to the previously mentioned 
Beantown gig! “I tned getting tickets 
about four days after they went on 
sale but it looks like everybody got 
there before me. Her voice is amaz- 
ing and | really love her old school 


style.” 


Continued from Page 9 

My favorite film of last year, 
"Black Swan," took home only 
one award in total out of its five 
nominations, but by golly was it 
a good one--Best Actress for one 
of the only women I'd ever con- 
template going straight for, 
Natalie Portman. Looking posi- 
tively radiant in a purple chiffon 
Rodarte, Portman was presented 
her statuette by fellow nominee 
Jeff Bridges. “I want to thank my 
parents for giving me the oppor- 
tunity to work from such an early 
age. My beautiful love, 
Benjamin, who has given me my 
most important role of my life,” 
she said. “Most importantly, my 
family, my friends, and my love, 
thank you so much.” 

Colin Firth received the 
award for Best Actor for his stun- 
ning work for in "The King's 
Speech," which went on to win 
four more Oscars--Best Original 
David 


Seidler, Best Director for helmer 


Screenplay for writer 
Tom Hooper, and last but certain- 
ly not least, the celebrated Best 
Picture award. “I’m afraid I have 


to warn you that I’m experienc- 
ing stirrings somewhere in the 
upper 
threatening to form themselves 
he joked. 


abdominals which are 


into dance moves,” 


“Joyous as they may be for me, it 
would be extremely problematic 
if they make it to my legs before 
I get offstage.” 

In terms of the gowns, my 
favorites for best dressed, as you 
may have already surmised, were 
the lovely, completely age-appro- 
pro Hailee Steinfeld in a glitter- 
ing Marchesa and _ Natalie 
Portman, glowing in Rodarte. 
fine 


In addition to those 


ladies, Cate Blanchett in a 
demure, achingly chic Givenchy, 
Mila Kunis in a delicate lavendar 
Elie Saab, Michelle Williams ina 
gorgeously beaded Chanel, and 
Jennifer Hudson in a fiery tan- 
gerine Versace really knocked my 
socks off on the red carpet 
Brava, divas! 

You readers know I hate 
being catty (hah!), but worst 
dressed had to go to much afore- 
much 


mentioned, maligned 


Supporting Actress winner 
Melissa Leo in a white and gold 
Mare Bouwer more akin to wrap- 
ping paper than an Oscar frock. 
Nicole Kidman, wearing Dior, 
looked a little bit too much like a 
bedazzled napkin for my taste, 
and Marisa Tomel, in a vintage 
Lily et Cie 1950 Charles James, 
kind of looked like her limo acci- 


dentally dropped her off at the 


The cover of Adele’s second album, “21.” 


awards instead of the sock hop. 
I'm all for vintage, but not when 
it makes you look like a clown! It 
pains me to say this, but my girl 
Gwyneth Paltrow looked like she 
stepped out-of a time machine 
from, I don't even know, 1972 in 
Klein 


Collection piece. She was plenty 


her silver Calvin 


sleek, sure, but when the line 


"sleek" 


is blurred that heavily, you gotta 


between and "anorexic" 
stop and reevaluate your pur- 
chase. Equally painful to mock, 
the (normally) beyond gorgeous 
Penélope Cruz, a new mom with 
husband/nominee Javier Bardem, 
resembled an ex-cruise ship per- 
former in her red, bedazzled 
L'Wren Scott number. 

And 


spend months and months out of 


there you have it! | 


every year predicting who'll be 
good enough to be nominated and 
and 


then who'll be nominated 


then who'll win that I have to 
breathe a sigh of relief when all's 
said and done. 

And then the next day I wake 
up with no will to live and start 
counting down the days until it 
starts all over again 

See you then! XOXO Oscar 
Girl 


Procrastination Nation 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor 


Procrastination Nation is a fic- 
tional world made up of individuals 
who intentionally put off the doing 
of things that should get done. 

I am declaring myself the pres- 
ident of this lazy nation who seem 
to take their time in just about 
everything we do. Professors offer 
their students a detailed course 
schedule, which lists every assign- 
ment for the class followed by the 
assignments due date at the begin- 
ning of each semester. 

There is absolutely no reason 
why students should be high on 
Red Bull frantically typing a 10 
page research paper the night 
before it's due. No real reason 
unless, they are a resident of 
Procrastination Nation. 

At the beginning of a new 
semester the residents of 
Procrastination Nation make a res- 
olution that this will be the semes- 
ter where they are organized. 

For the first two weeks they are 
following their class schedules and 
even keeping an organized agenda 
book, which better helps them keep 
track of all their assignments and 
the due dates for each one. 

This newfound organization 
and responsibility is short-lived as 
they are right back to the long 
nights of nearly overdosing on caf- 
feine in order to finish assignments 
and hand them in on time. 
Procrastination Nation residents 
live in a self-created stressful 
world filled with lurking due dates 
that haunt them until they are com- 
pleted. Is procrastinating merely 
just being a lazy person? Not 
always. 

Journalism 
Communications 


and 


major Angel 


Methods of Procrastination 


Thinking up 
Graphs 


Slogging 


Wikipedia _“ 


MCT Campus photo 


Time spent on the Internet can hinder one’s ability to 


complete assignments. 


Vasquez believes waiting to the last 
minute to start and finish an assign- 
ment can be beneficial. 

“I work my best under pressure 
and have produced some of my best 


work at the last minute,” said 
Vasquez. 

When asked if he considered 
himself a member of 


Procrastination Nation Vasquez 
said, “Yes, I'm definitely a member 
of Procrastination Nation! 
Honestly My backpack will sit on 
my bed all week and I'll know I 
have homework to do but still I 
wait until the last minute!” 

Business Transfer major 
Kaitlyn Couture also considers her- 
self a Procrastination Nation resi- 
dent. “The reasons I procrastinate 
is a mixture of laziness and other 
things going on in my life like 
work” Couture stated. 

Couture finds that she procras- 


tinates more for assignments she 
doesn't care for like writing papers. 

“ I always wait until the last 
minute when it comes to writing a 
paper I do better under pressure 
because I know I have no choice 
but to get it done” she said. 

Procrastinating can be similar 
to a nasty habit like smoking ciga- 
rettes for some, or a beneficial way 
of life for others. Procrastination 
Nation welcomes procrastinators of 
all colors, shapes, and sizes! 

The art of procrastinating does 
not discriminate and is not hard to 
do. 

If you find your assignments 
piling up and your life is filled with 
stressful over caffeinated nights, 
then you my friend are a resident of 
Procrastination Nation! 
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Where are they 


now? 


A story of a NECC 
graduate 


By BARDALIS GOMEZ 
Correspondent 


Northern Essex Community 
College has given many people who 
otherwise would not have been able 
to obtain an education because of 
time, finances or other personal rea- 
sons, a chance to further their educa- 
tion and better themselves. Many 
may think that a community college 
might not give students the same 
opportunities a university or a four- 
year school would. Lawrence resi- 
dent and widowed mother of two, 
Myra Ortiz has NECC to thank for 
many of her successes in life, in par- 
ticular for a higher education that has 
become the steppingstone to achieve 
many goals that she did not think 
were possible at times. 

“I am a firm believer that educa- 
tion is the best way out of poverty. 
Once I was able to get beyond my 
grief, I knew that the only way I 
could provide for my children and 
for myself was to finish my degree” 
says Ortiz. 

Besides the motivation to pro- 
vide for her children, Ortiz also 
states that NECC offered the flexibil- 
ity she needed as a single mother, 
full-time employee, and business 
owner. The cost of attending NECC 
was also a factor in Ortiz's decision 
to begin her education here. 

Although balancing family, 
work, and school was overwhelming, 
Ortiz continued with the support of 
all -her professors who went out of 
their way to help her succeed in her 
classes. 

“I could not have been supported 
more throughout my educational 
endeavor at NECC and | am tnuly 
grateful with everyone who helped 
me” said Ortiz. 

After obtaining her associate’s 
degree in Business Management 
from’ NECC, Ortiz transferred to 


Myra Ortiz overcame 
obstacles to graduate last 
year. 


Southern New Hampshire University 
where she received her Bachelor of 
Science in Business Studies. Ortiz is 
now planning to earn her master’s in 
Project Management and plans to 
become a director within her compa- 
ny. 

“My degree in Business 
Management from NECC is in direct 
relation to my present success and 
happiness. Knowing that I can bal- 
ance home, work, my business and 
school gave me the confidence I 
needed to achieve my goals of 
expanding my business. 

Some of Ortiz's favorite classes 
at NECC were entrepreneurship and 
public speaking, which she says she 
uses everyday in her business and at 
work. She is also planning on taking 
some continuing education courses 
to expand her marketability. 

Continuing education at NECC 
is something that Ortiz recommends 
to anyone who has been out of school 
for some time or someone who is 
thinking about changing careers. 

“The support here makes your 
goals a reality,” says Ortiz. 


“She was a second mother to me” 


Former NECC 
students remember 
Betty Arnold 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


In the newsroom of the “NECC 
Observer” sits boxes of awards hid- 
ing under the desks. Over the years 
the collection has grown heavier . 
After digging through the boxes it is 
apparent that dozens of awards are 
from decades ago. 

Several of the awards are from 
when Elizabeth “Betty” Arnold was 
the faculty advisor of the newspaper. 
The students of Betty say without 
her those awards would not be there. 

It has been a long time since 
Betty has stepped foot into the news- 
room as she retired over two decades 
ago. Her former students describe her 
to be a gruff and demanding teacher.” 

However, they also say, “She was 
a second mother,” to them and that 
they couldn’t help but to love her. 

On Friday, Feb. 4, Betty passed 
away at the age of 85. 

The former students of Betty 
have gone on to have successful 
careers as journalists. According to 
them, they never would have made it 
in the world of journalism without 
Betty. Up until the time of her death 

’ 


Betty still received letters and flow- 
ers from her former students express- 
ing their appreciation to her, accord- 
ing to her obituary in “The Eagle 
Tribune.” 

Donna Capodelupo, the editor of 
the “Haverhill Gazette” served as the 
Editor-in Chief of the “NECC 
Observer” from 1981 to 82. In those 
times her last name was Greene. 

“Betty was no nonsense and had 
very high expectations,” Capodelupo 
said. “All journalism students in 
those days wrote from the paper in 
Journalism |. In Journalism I, some 
students became editors.” 

“There were no excuses, there 
was no opportunity to say ‘but I don’t 
know how,’ because no one in the 
class knew how; we were all learning 
and we were expected to figure it out 
and get it done.” 

Capodelupo described the meth- 
ods of Betty to be intense, however in 
the end her intense methods were 
successful. 

“Betty treated us like profession- 
al journalists from the day we 
stepped into her classroom and it was 
the best thing she could have done for 
us.” Capodelupo says. “When you 
left after two years of journalism 
education at the hands of Betty 
Arnold, you were prepared to work in 
a newsroom and knew how to deal 
with editors who weren’t about to 
coddle a new hire.” 

Dan Lyons was the editor of the 
NECC Observer following 


Capodelupo and graduated in 1983. 
Lyons has written for a variety of dif- 
ferent nationwide magazines includ- 
ing “GQ” and “New York Times 
Magazine,” he spent 10 years work- 
ing for “Forbes.” Currently, Lyons is 
working as “Newsweek” columnist. 
Last year, Lyons returned to 


NECC to address the graduating stu- © 


dents at commencement. It was here 
where he told the crowd of the effect 
Betty had his life. 

“Betty was a great teacher. She 
inspired me to become a journalist,” 
Lyons said. “But as it happens, the 
most important thing she taught me 
wasn’t about journalism.” 

Lyons came to Northern Essex 
when he was 21, after he dropped out 
of a four-year university his freshman 
year. 

One of the most important les- 
sons Betty ever taught Lyons was 
when he first started as Editor in 
Chief of the “Observer”. 

The job required him to work at 
Friday, all day Saturday and Sunday. 
However, during one of the first edi- 
tions of the paper Lyons made other 
plans for Saturday night. 

“And when the paper came out a 
few days later, there was a huge mis- 
take,” Lyons said. “I don’t remember 
what it was exactly. But it was one of 
those things like a big white space 
where a headline is suppose to be.” 

Thus, Betty called the entire staff 
together to discuss the major mistake 
printed in the paper. 


“Betty called us all together and 
she went nuts on me,” Lyons said. 
“Because I was the editor. I was sup- 
posed to be there all weekend, and | 
wasn’t.” 

Lyons told Betty that the error 
could not be directly attributed to 
him. Lyons says that things didn’t go 
well after that. 

“Just to be clear this was not a 
pleasant conversation. This was the 
toughest dressing-down I’ve ever 
experienced from any editor in my 
career.” 

“Worst yet, it happened in front 
of a room full of people. All of the 
people who worked on the paper.” 

At this moment Lyons could have 
simply quit the paper, but he chose to 
Stay. 

“And now, thirty years later, that 
moment still sticks with me, and I 
realize how important it was,” Lyons 
said. 

“Because that moment was not 
about the paper. It was about growing 

up.” 

He says that looking back at him- 
self at 21 years old that he would 
have given up. 

“That moment was possibly more 
valuable than anything I ever learned 
in any classroom, ever.” 

“And what really amazes me now 
is this: Think about how much this 
woman must have cared about me to 
unload on me like that!” 

Both Capodelupo and Lyons say 
that Betty was more than a teacher. 


ohh 
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Arnold, who recently passed 
away at the age of 85. 


“No one minded how tough she 
was; we knew she cared about us and 
we knew how much effort she put 
into getting us ready for our careers,” 
Capodelupo said. 

Lyons says that he was extremely 
lucky to have a teacher as great as 
Betty. 

“Her real gift was that she cared 
about us,” Lyons said. “She was sec- 
ond mother to me, and I truly loved 
her.” 


+ 
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NEL draft shakedown 


What is to come for 


the 2011 NFL Draft 
without Andrew Luck 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


The NFL draft is scheduled for 
April 28 to April 30 and already there 
have been shockers. The biggest 
being Stanford quarterback Andrew 
Luck deciding to go back to school. 
He was the projected number one 
pick for the draft by many experts. 
The question now is not who will go 
number one, but will Andrew Luck 
regret going back to college? 

Last year, University of Houston 
quarterback Case Keenum had a 
ridiculous 2009 season and was pro- 
jected to be the second QB taken 
after Sam Bradford but instead he 
went back to college and ended up 
tearing his ACL. 

Only playing three games, 
Keenum was granted a sixth year in 
college and his days of being a high 
draft QB are over. Instead of being 
taken in the first round in the 2009 
draft Keenum will probably be a third 
or fourth rounder in the 2012 draft. 
While Luck may not get hurt, it is 
still a head scratcher why he is 
returning since his stock cannot go 
any higher. 

Since Luck has decided to go 
back to college Heisman trophy win- 
ner Cam Newton will take the spot of 
top QB in the 2011 draft. He proba- 
‘bly will not be taken with the first 


two picks since Carolina and Denver 
both have young QBs, but the 
Buffalo Bills, who have the third pick 
in the draft, seem to be a perfect fit 
for him. The Bills need a QB and are 
willing to wait for Newton. 

A sleeper QB that probably won't 
make it in the first round is Colin 
Kaepernick. He can run and pass the 
ball very well. While the NFL draft is 
impossible to predict, Kaepernick‘s 
likely landing spot is the Minnesota 
Vikings in the second round. This is 
because the presumed loss of Brett 
Favre and Tarvaris Jackson, who is a 
free agent. It is expected that the 
Vikings will need a QB. 

The first round will feature a lot 
of teams taking defensive players. 
The first two picks will most likely 
be defense with the Carolina 
Panthers taking defensive tackle 
Nick Fairley and the Denver Broncos 
taking defensive end Da'quan 
Bowers. 

Some other defenseman that will 
probably be taken in the first round is 
Von Miller, Patrick Peterson, Marcell 
Dareus, Prince Amukamara, and 
Robert Quinn. 

Quinn may be a steal because 
teams are reluctant on drafting him 
because he missed all of last season 
due to suspension. Still, if Sam 
Bradford taught us anything it is that 
missing one year in college does not 
mean losing all your talents. And tal- 
ent is something Robert Quinn has. 

Every team needs defense, so it is 
hard to say the exact position of each 
of these players. But, since the last 10 
superbowl champions have had dom- 


inant defenses these five players 
probably will not be waiting to take 
there picture with the commissioner 
for very long. 

A sleeper defenseman would be 
Casey Mathews (brother of Clay) 
who played for Oregon. He can sack, 
tackle and stop the mm. Mathews 
probably will not win any defensive 
awards but given the family he comes 
from he should be a great NFL line- 
backer. 

The wide receiver class is unusu- 
ally weak this year. The two main 
WRs are Julio Jones and AJ Green, 
both of whom are projected to go in 
the first round. 

A sleeper wide receiver is 
Hawaii's Greg Salas who has been 
compared to Wes Welker. Salas has 
speed and great hands. He definitely 
will not be a first rounder, however 
he should be a big time steal in the 
draft. 

Finally, for the running backs, the 
biggest name for RBs is Mark 
Ingram. Ingram has a great college 
resume; he won a Heisman trophy 
and rushed for a total of 3,261 yards 
in 3 years at Alabama. 

The depth of the running back 
class is deep with guys like Mikel 
Leshoure, Ryan Williams, Jacquizz 
Rodgers, DeMarco Murray and 
Kendall Hunter. 

The draft is always an interesting 
day for the NFL because every team 
wants to find a gem and this year’s 
class looks to be filled with them. 
Make sure you tune in and witness 
some future NFL stars. 


Huge trades shake 


Major trades in the 
NBA have had an 


unchangable impact 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Sports Editor 


Recently the NBA has under- 
gone a major shuffle, completely 
shifting the power teams in the 
Eastern and Western conferences. 
High-level players have been 
switching teams to play with other 
superstars to create a David vs. 
Goliath league. These big trades 
have had both positive and negative 
affects on the NBA. 

The stacking of teams started a 
few years ago when the Boston 
Celtics acquired forward Kevin 
Garnett and guard Ray Allen. These 
players, along with Celtics star Paul 
Pierce, drove the Celtics to a NBA 
title during the 2007-2008 season. 

Now, two seasons later, many 
NBA teams have been acquiring two 
or three great NBA talents on each 
team. The Miami Heat made a big 
splash during the summer by signing 
reigning NBA MVP LeBron James 
from the Cleveland Cavaliers and 


talented Toronto Raptors’ forward 
Chris Bosh. These two players 
joined current Miami Heat hero 
Dwyane Wade to create one of the 
most talked about teams in NBA his- 
tory. 

The New York Knicks were able 
to create a lot of buzz before last 
week's trade deadline. The Knicks 
were able to acquire from the 
Nuggets, NBA 
Final's MVP Chauncey Billups and 


Denver former 
Carmelo Anthony, who is arguably 
the best scorer in the league today. 
This is on top of already signing 
superstar Amare Stoudemire from 
the Phoenix Suns during the sum- 
mer. 

Other major trades also went 
down before last week's deadline. 
The New Jersey Nets traded for star 
point guard Deron Williams from 
the Utah Jazz. The Oklahoma City 
Thunder was able to acquire center 
Kendrick Perkins from a very 
uneasy Boston Celtics. The Celtics 
also made out well in this trade by 
receiving young forward Jeff Green 
and center Nenad Krstic. 


These stacked teams have left 


other teams without any superstars 
and a losing record. Last year the 
Cavaliers had the best record in the 
Easter Conference and this year 
they have the worst record in the 
NBA with only eleven wins total. 

All of these trades are potential- 
ly dangerous for the future of the 
NBA. Team owners now have to 
sign superstars to longer and higher 
paying contracts to keep them 
around for a greater amount of time. 
Owners will also have to try and 
acquire more high-level players to 
keep their superstars happy where 
they are. The owners will have to 
focus on their franchise's superstar 
players so much that it is like the 
players are running the team. 

The competitive teams in the 
NBA have been drastically short- 
ened now. Cleveland, Denver, and 
Utah were all playoff caliber teams 
With the loss of their 
superstars they will now be lucky to 
“Who is 
going to watch a team of All-Stars 


last season. 
have a winning record. 
play against Cleveland, Washington, 


or Minnesota,” said NECC student 
Ryan Jennings. The games have the 


Newton aims to 
impress 


Player expected to 
show Skill set at NFL 
combine 


By MIKE HICKEY 
Correspondent 


Former University of Auburm 
quarterback Cam Newton will be 
fully participating at the NFL com- 
bine in Indianapolis on Thursday, 
April 24. 

Most top quarterbacks look to 
wait to schedule an individual work- 
out to show off their skills, especially 
throwing. This is a gutsy move by 
Newton due to the fact that he has 
never thrown to most receivers at the 
combine before. This will possibly 
throw off his timing on a number of 
routes. 

Newton could have just had an 
individual workout and had all of his 
own, hand picked receivers. Also, the 
fact that Newton could have picked 
particular routes to make himself 
shine makes his decision even more 
questionable. 

To most scouts, this is a good 
thing. Along with the media viewing 
what he did a few weeks ago, he will 
have already shown off what he has 
been doing. He is trying to show he 
can take handle snaps from under 
center, drop back, and scan the field. 


This is a question because the former 
Auburn quarterback played in a 
mainly shotgun snap offense. 

The most important part of this 
process for Newton is that he needs 
to show scouts and coaches that he is 
able to make pre-play adjustments 
based on defenses, and once the ball 
is snapped, be able to read the 
defense and make the most appropri- 
ate decision. 

Don't think he is just the average 
drop back passer, because he has the 
ability to move around in the pocket, 
buy himself some time, and let his 
receivers get open. This is just one of 
the many upsides to Newton that 
have scouts watering at the mouth. 

If Newton impresses at the com- 
bine, he has a real chance of going in 
the top five of the upcoming draft. 
Newton must show he has the ability 
to make great throws, be able to read 
the defense, and know when to throw 
the ball. 

Don't be alarmed by the fact that 
he was mainly a shotgun quarterback. 
Last year's number one overall pick 
Sam Bradford played in a spread 
offense in Oklahoma and made the 
jump to the NFL just fine, 

Look for Newton to do some 
solid things at the combine and solid- 
ify himself as a possible top ten or 
top five pick. 


up the NBA 


potential to be major blowouts and 
the fans want to see a competitive 
and exciting game. Jennings also 
said, “It takes away from the com- 
petitiveness, difficulty, and frankly, 
the fun of the game. 

Even former NBA stars such as 
Michael Jordan have added their 
two cents. The veteran players do 
not have a positive thing to say. 
They enjoyed the competition of 
many teams when they played and 
would never want to play with the 
players they wanted to beat. The 
former players have poked fun at the 
current team-stacking saying they 
will never measure up to the days 
that they played in. 

Not everyone has a negative out- 
look on the NBA's power shift. 
Some fans find the stacked teams to 
be more exciting, especially for the 
playoffs. “Playoffs can potentially 
be much more interesting,” said 
engineering major Jason Noonan. 
When certain teams full of All-Star 
caliber players face each other it will 
make for a spectacular playoff 
series. 


The lack of superstars on a team 


can also have a positive side. 
Without superstar players taking up 
playing time and starting positions 
this gives other players full of poten- 
tial a chance to play. Teams do not 
necessarily have to have great play- 
ers to win. “It gives players who are 
normally on the bench a chance to 
step up and shine on a team,” said 
Noonan. Without Carmelo Anthony 
and Chauncey Billups, Denver 
Nuggets’ potential stars J.R. Smith 
and Ty Lawson now have a chance 
to show their worth. Younger play- 
ers can now play against these major 
players and become better instead of 
sitting on the bench for 40 minutes a 
game. i 
Debates will continue to spark 
for the remainder of this NBA sea- 
son. NBA Commissioner David 
Stern must be a happy man though 
because if the fans are debating, it 
means they are watching. This sea- 
son is. becoming one of the most 
talked about NBA seasons in ages. 
Whether the future of the NBA is in 
good hands or not it should make for 


a fantastic playoff run this season. 
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Sports 


Bruins big trade 


Bruins trade big to 
make their Stanley 
Cup run more of a 
reality than before 
By KEVIN McDONALD 
Correspondent 


The Boston Bruins made a 


splash before the trade deadline 


where they traded for Tomas 
Kaberle, Rich Peverley, Boris 
Valabik, and Chris Kelly. 


The trades make every fan and 
sports analyst in Boston ask if this 
means the Bruins can now contend 
for the Stanley Cup. 

Tomas Kaberle is a defenseman 
from the Toronto Maple Leafs who 
GM Peter Chiarelli traded winger Joe 
Colbome, the 2011 first round draft 
pick, and a 2012 draft pick that is 
dependent on whether the Bruins can 
sign Kaberle long term or if they 
make the Stanley Cup. 

Kaberle, who was drafted in 
1996 by Toronto, brings the ever-elu- 
sive puck moving defenseman to the 
Bruins. Now, instead of having to 
start any offensive chances in the 
offensive zone, the Bruins can now 
start down in their own zone and 
Kaberle can feed the puck out to a 
teammate. 


“It's given us more depth," said 
coach Claude Julien to the Boston 
Globe. “It's given us the puck-mov- 
ing. It's given us the skill level. But 
it's also made everybody around him 
better." 

Chris Kelly, a centre, was 
brought in from the Ottawa Senators 
for a 2011 second round draft pick. 
Chiarelli, who was the assistant GM 
for Ottawa before coming to Boston, 
knew about Kelly's game and what 
kind of player he was getting. 

Kelly was drafted by Ottawa in 
1999 but never started playing in the 
NHL until 2003-04 season. After the 
2004-05 lock-out, Kelly would 
become a 30 point player and a con- 
tributor to Ottawa's success during its 
run to the Stanley Cup Finals in 
2007. 

Kelly will be placed on a line 
with Michael Ryder and newly 
acquired centre Rich Peverley. 

Rich Peverley and Boris Valabik 
were both traded from the Atlanta 
Thrashers in exchanges for Blake 
Wheeler and Mark Stuart. 

Peverley went undrafted and was 
signed by the Nashville Predators in 
2007. He has 14 goals on the season 
and is coming off of a 22-33-55 
(Goals-Assists-Points) line last sea- 
son. 

Valabik, who has not played 
much in the NHL, will be sent to 
Providence to play in the AHL until 


he is called up. He is a defenseman 
who gets compared to Zdeno Chara 
in size, but not in play. 

All of these trades were smart 
moves by Chiarelli, who last season 
before the trade deadline did nothing 
spectacular and just traded for 
Dennis Seidenberg. 

This year is much different. The 
core of this team is set, most of the 
players are rallying behind each 
other, goalie Tim Thomas is having a 
pheonominal season so far, and the 
team has a new fight and energy 
since President Cam Neely called out 
coach Claude Julien. 

Do these trades make the Bruins 
Stanley Cup contenders? There is no 
definite “yes,” but it sure makes it 
even more possible. 

That is still to be determined by 
the playoffs, as the Flyers look 
unbeatable at this juncture in the sea- 
son, but it does vault the Bruins into 
favorites to make a run for the Cup. 

This could be a magical season 
where the Bruins can finally win the 
Stanley Cup after years of heartache 
and too many men penalties. 

Come June, we may have anoth- 
er parade to attend in Boston. And 
this time, owner Jeremy Jacobs will 
have his “big trophy.” 


Fantasy fanatics 


Roleplaying not just 
for nerds and wizards 
anymore 


By Matt SPATOLA 
Correspondent 


Fantasy sports is bringing fans 
everywhere a way to interact with 
their favorite teams and players 24/7. 
It is a game where anyone can be an 
owner of their own sports team, with 
leagues that involve anywhere from 
eight to 20 people. It is a statistic- 
based game that involves players 
from real sports teams. 

Before a professional sports sea- 
son starts (NBA, NFL, MLB), the 
people involved in the leagues 
choose players in many different 
styles of drafting. You then play out a 
season where styles vary from head 
to head to rotisserie. The focus 
though isn't on what it is, but how big 
the game has gotten. 

Over 30 years ago, a sports nerds 
dream turned into a reality. Daniel 
Okrent, the creator of the first fanta- 
sy league, created “Rotisserie League 
Baseball.” This was a league made of 
rules on the back of a napkin. 
Imagine creating something that 
would eventually grow from eight 


players, to an estimated 30 million 
worldwide. 

“IT couldn't have imagined the 
importance some people put into a 
make believe game,” said fantasys- 
Mark 


Garabedian, “I use the skills I've 


portsthief.com owner 
learned in business and apply them to 
fantasy, and it actually works.” 

Mark has owned his website for 
more than two years now and has 
watched it grow from a blog to some- 
where people enjoy coming to. He is 
a stockbroker from Washington D.C. 
who started playing fantasy sports in 
1997. He was interested in starting a 
back in 2008 based on 
knowledge he has gained in both fan- 


website 


tasy and business. He has been writ- 
ing for the site by himself since he 
created it, and he has made it an envi- 
ronment where people can come and 
communicate directly to him, the 
owner. 

“The people come, comment or 
ask for advice, and chat with people 


who play the game all over the world. 


I put it away for a whole summer in 
2009 because I was too busy with 
life. I then went on the website in late 
August to find loyalists had stayed 
and kept talking with each other, 
telling me they couldn't wait for me 
to come back, chat with them, and 


post more columns. That was when | 
realized the power of fantasy sports.” 

It's not for everyone though. If 
you talk to the people who are sports 
fanatics that don't play fantasy, they 
refer to the people who play as 
“geeks” and “disloyal fans”. You 
can't find someone who enjoys 
sports even just a little bit, without an 
opinion on the topic. “I just don't get 
how you can root for individual play- 
ers on a made up sports team, rather 
than a local team,” said Steve 
Kasprzak. Steve tried playing fantasy 
for a season, but realized he couldn't 
enjoy watching his local team play 
when his fantasy team was losing. “It 
would irritate me because I invested 
two months of work on a team | put 
together, and couldn't enjoy my own 
favorite team who I've been follow- 
ing my whole life.” 

Either way this game has diehard 
lovers, or diehard haters. It's not hard 
to tell the two apart in a room. The 
hater is enjoying every second of the 
sporting event, while the lover is on a 
computer, or smart phone tracking 
his own team. It sounds crazy to an 
outside person who hasn't played fan- 
tasy, but from talking to a few play- 
ers, it's easy to see their undying love 
for fantasy sports 


MCT Campus photo 


Patrice Bergeron of the Boston Bruins steals the 
puck from New York Islanders’ John Tavares. 


Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1.Who won the first NFL Super 
Bowl? 
2. What NFL team drafted Eli 
Manning? 

3. What NBA team became the 
first to defeat the Boston 
Celtics in 12 straight games, in 
1995? 

4. Who was the first defense- 
man to win the NHL point-scor- 
ing title? 

5. Which Indiana Pacers player 
angered Spike Lee during the 
1994 playoffs by calling him 
“Cheryl”? 
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A broken 
heart comes with 
an indescribable 
pain. There is no 
preparing your- 
self, or under- 
the 

of 
this pain until you experience a bro- 
ken heart. 

When you're in love your heart is 
at its most vulnerable state. You open 
the door that once guarded your heart 
from outside intruders and provide 
the one you love with your spare key. 

This requires the ultimate degree 
of trust and when that trust is broken 
and your heart snaps in half the pain 
can be compared to a living death. 

A broken heart heals unlike any 


NECC Observer March 2, 2011 Page 14 


Love, Lust and Relationships 


~ Allow love after heartbreak 


other wound. There is no bandage 
that can be applied or medicine that 
can be prescribed. You are left with 
time and reflection. You reflect on 
how you failed to protect your own 
heart. 

Periods of unbelievable sadness 
and tear filled nights are your reality 
as you desperately try to gather your 
emotions and get back to a normal 
happy state of mind. You go through 
a grieving state as a part of you has 
died. 

Over time you realize the mis- 
takes you have made and realize the 
changes within yourself that need to 
take place in order to completely 
heal. You find that in order to truly 
begin to mend your own heart you 
must take some responsibility in the 
reason why it broke in the first place. 

The time it's takes to repair a bro- 
ken heart varies depending on the 


individual. Whether it takes you six 
months or five years that period of 
personal growth is significant. You 
are strong and refuse to let your heart 
be carelessly broken by anyone ever 
again. 

You have newfound standards 
that the next love interest in your life 
must meet before you consider devel- 
oping any type of relationship. 

You begin dating and meet some 
amazing people but seem to always 
find something wrong with them. 

You decide you have no time for 
dating because you're too busy with 
work and school. 

Eventually you are walking 
around with that bitter mentality “I 
don't need a man or woman, I'm bet- 
ter by myself.” 

Everybody needs and wants to be 
loved. When our heart is broken we 
find ourselves in a state of shock. 


How could this happen to me? When 
you finally gather all the pieces of 
your heart and put it back together 
that door that once protected your 
heart is now replaced with concrete 
walls, locks, and chains. 

You go from protecting your 
heart to depriving yourself to love or 
be loved out of fear of a broken heart. 

There are many risks with falling 
in love. Having your heart broken 
may be the biggest risk of all, but it is 
a risk you must be willing to take. 

We must experience our share of 
heartbreak in life in order to truly 
appreciate true love when we find it. 
Don't allow protecting your heart to 
become depriving your heart of love. 

The ability to love is an amazing 
gift which should be shared and 
encouraged. 

The next time you find yourself 
taking interest in someone don't shy 


MCT Campus Photo » 


After a rough break up, 
dating again is difficult, 
especially with a broken 
heart. 
away. 

Don't spend your time trying to 
find all their flaws as a reason for you 


to walk away but focus on their qual- 
ities and give love a chance. 


MYSTIC STARS weekly 


horoscope: 
(MCT) 

ARIES (March 21-April 20) 
- Distant memories, yesterday's 
love affairs and forgotten friend- 
ships have a strong appeal this 
week. Enjoy nostalgic moments 
but realize that expansive change 
will soon arrive in present rela- 
tionships. The past may offer 
delightful distractions but it is 
the wrong direction to take. Stay 
focused. After mid-week. a 
recently silent colleague or busi- 
ness partner may challenge new 
ideas or express strong opinions. 
Take none of it personally and 
expect hidden emotions 
ongoing power struggles to 
require diplomacy. Remain dis- 
tant. 

TAURUS (April 21-May 20) 
- Long-term friends 
minor jealousies concerning new 
relationships or added family 
obligations. Much of this social 
doubt may actually reflect a fear 
of abandonment. Provide added 
support and assurance. Loved 
ones may be more vulnerable 
than anticipated. 

After Wednesday 
Taureans will encounter a series 
of minor but meaningful work- 
place changes. New employees, 
delayed schedules and revised 
documents may play a vital role. 
Remain determined: your ideas 
and plans will be accepted. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) - 

Previously reluctant friends 
or lovers may this week issue 
rare invitations or probe for fur- 
ther commitment. Accept all such 
attention as a compliment, but 
still remain cautious. At present, 
loved ones will carefully study 
all comments, observations or 
proposals. 

After Thursday two weeks of 


By Lasha Seniuk 


and 


express 


some 


fast social and romantic progress 
will arrive. Stay focused. Late 
this weekend a minor financial 
error may quickly escalate. 

Property agreements and 
home contracts may be affected. 
If so, verify all calculations and 
wait for new instructions. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) 
- Loved ones will this week work 
hard to verify old records, facts 
or figures. Key areas of concern 
may involve new friendships, 
family alliances or 
romantic distrust. 


unusual 


Remain quietly in the back- 
ground and avoid probing ques- 
tions. Emotional tensions may be 
high. After Wednesday 
Cancerians 


some 
may experience a 
dramatic increase in business and 
financial activity. If so, carefully 
study all documents or proposals 
for missing information. Stay 
dedicated to long-term success 
and all will work to your advan- 
tage. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) - 
Past misgivings will be silently 
this Before 

expect lovers or 
to provide 
unique insights into their needs 
or behaviors. 

Many Leos will soon experi- 
ence an in romantic 
invitations. Stay balanced and 
watch for delightful encounters. 
Later this week watch also for a 


resolved week. 
Wednesday 


long-term friends 


increase 


fast employment agreement or 
complex financial proposal. An 
older colleague may soon expand 
their daily work schedule to 
include private business activi- 
Ask probing questions: 
there's much to be learned. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - 
Sudden flashes of wisdom 
may now reveal a new perspec- 
tive on a complex relationship. 
Past differences or repeated pat- 


ties. 


terns will soon be resolved. 

Hints, clues and unique ges- 
tures from friends are also high- 
lighted. Carefully study all social 
discussions for valuable insights. 
Later this week an old friend or 
distant relative may reappear and 
ask for clarity. 

Key issues may involve yes- 
terday’s emotional triangles, 
minor jealousies or complex pro- 
posals in love relationships. Take 
your time: times, dates and facts 
will prove important. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) - 

Previously silent colleagues 
may now voice strong opinions. 
Early this week expect conflict- 
ing ideas and minor workplace 
power struggles. 

Co-operation, although vital 
for success at the moment, will 
not be easily obtained. Watch for 
strong reactions. 

Thursday through Saturday 
accents minor home disruptions 
and quick family discussions. 
Someone close may wish to 
greatly expand their social net- 
work or romantic options. Listen 
to all comments and observa- 
tions. Deep emotions and past 
regrets will rise to the surface. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Novy. 22) 
- Physical fitness, vitality and 
sensuality are highlighted over 
the next few days. Friends and 
loved ones may offer compli- 
ments or late invitations. 

Use this time to evaluate or 
improve daily routines, exercise 
regimes and ongoing social com- 
mitments. Later this week some 
Scorpios may experience a sud- 
den shift of priorities on the work 
scene. 

If so, expect authority figures 
to present unusual ideas and fast 
revisions. Study all outstanding 
amounts and calculations for 
errors. Time schedules may 


change without warning. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23- 
Dec. 21) -Career advancement 
may now be briefly delayed by 
misinformation. Monday through 
Wednesday respond quickly to 
minor disputes and carefully 
study contracts, agreements or 
vital financial documents. 

After mid-week a new wave 
of money options and job open- 
ings will begin arriving. Be 
patient and watch for meaningful 
growth. 

Later this week a trusted 
friend or relative may reveal an 
unexpected romantic attraction. 
If so, passionate relationships 
will soon expand toward long- 
term commitment. Stay open. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
20) - Outspoken or prideful col- 
leagues will this week claim dis- 
interest or avoid difficult sub- 
jects. After Monday the past mis- 
takes of the bold, opinionated 
types may be deeply felt and pub- 
licly discussed. 

Be diplomatic and watch for 
hidden power struggles to soon 
be revealed. Thursday through 
Sunday powerful romantic attrac- 
tions are compelling. 

Rekindled sensuality, fast 
proposals and complex emotional 
discussions will demand mean- 
ingful and lasting decisions over 
the next few days. Stay alert to 
sudden passions. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Eeb. 
19) - Debts, forgotten payments 
or outstanding paperwork may be 
temporarily bothersome _ this 
week. Quickly handle all facts, 
neglected details and duties. 
Before next week long-term 
friends and younger relatives 
may outline new employment 
needs or request special financial 
favors. 

Offer encouragement: your 


words will prove helpful. Later 
this week a new friend or col- 
league may provide unique 
insights into the priorities of 
bosses, managers or older rela- 
tives. If so, fast advancement and 
career ambition will play a vital 
role. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
- Early this week a friend or col- 
league may admit to a private 
romantic attraction. Ongoing 
social triangles in the workplace 
or mildly unethical relationships 
will now captivate the attention 


_ of the group. 


Privacy is vital. Avoid 
divulging the personal informa- 
tion or emotional needs of co- 
workers. 

After Thursday listen closely 
to the minor comments or hints 
of a loved one. Someone close 
may reveal a surprising history of 
social change. Controversial 
romantic promises may be high- 
lighted. Wait for obvious signs of 
progress. 

If your birthday is this 
week... in the coming weeks 
complex business improvements 
may be abandoned. Key officials 
are now highly focused on finan- 
cial limitations or unexpected 
workplace expenses. 

Remain patient and expect 
stalled programs and new assign- 
ments to continue after mid- 
April. Throughout the summer 
months romantic and social rela- 
tions are delightfully seductive. 

Take advantage of positive 
attitudes. Loved ones and poten- 
tial romantic partners may soon 
ask for your undivided attention. 
By late August a new era of pas- 
sion, commitment and renewed 
home obligations will be estab- 
lished. Stay strong. 
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‘Still think coats are ‘dorky’?” 


& 


AS 


NIHE 


“You don’t have to stop talking, sweetheart — 
just stop saying stupid things.” 


- A glimpse 
_ of student 
artists 


The top floor of the E and B buildin 
as buzzing with activity on the day o 
eb. 22, when the art community of 
orthern Essex gathered for Portfolio 


ay. 
‘kn artist's portfolio includes every- 
g from painting, drawings, photogra- 
hy and basically any other artwork they 
orked on throughout this life. 
Portfolio day was meant for students 
0 showcase their portfolio to national 
olleges and be critiqued by experienced 
rofessionals. The colleges included 
ose from the New England area, as 
ell as some from Chicago. 
The event proved to be a successful as 
many individuals walked away with a | — 
*’ newfound perspective on their artwork. | im 


The above artwork was created by student artist Susan Miles, who is also a Visual Arts 


-Chantal McGovern, major at Northern Essex. 


Executive Editor 


raphic Desgin major, Ben Cohen created this picture of a 
«  {Tucan. 


Graphic Design major, Rich Wainweight created this piece using 
spray paint. a 


